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_ reading 


NECC club takes on 
traffic light issue 


Contemporary Affairs 
Club works to get 
issue addressed 


By Davip WILLIS ¢ 
Editor 


Tired of the state’s lack of atten- 
tion to a clearly dangerous area that 
has already claimed one life, the 
NECC Contemporary Affairs Club 
has decided to make getting a stop 
light installed at the I-495 exit near 
Northern Essex their main goal for 
the semester, according to club mem- 
ber Andrea Rossetto. 

The club took its first steps 
towards getting the traffic light 
installed at the intersection with a 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 

and 

OLIVER JOHNSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Patrick Carey, the MassPIRG 
internship coordinator at NECC 
since taking over in November of 
2003, left his job at the college 
unexpectedly in the past month. 

This came as little surprise to 
NECC coordinator of student 
activities Dina Brown, since many 
coordinators have departed in 
NECC’s recent past. 

“All of a sudden I stopped get- 
ting emails, I guess Pat (Carey) just 
didn’t want to deal with all the 
responsibility,” said student Lynn 
Spitzer. 

Carey 
Mendoza 


Leslie 
was 


replaced 
Kamstra, 
NECC’s MassPIRG organizer for 


who 


two months last fall. Mendoza 
Kamstra left NECC to work at 
UMass Boston in November 2003. 


petition which was circulated around 
the college on Friday, March 26 and 
Monday, March 29. 

The club set up a station in the 
lobby of the Spurk Building and 
asked anyone who passed by if they 
wanted to sign. 

Rossetto explained the original 
plan was to have anyone interested 
write a hand-written letter to his or 
her state representative. But he said 
that became far too complicated. 

They instead settled on getting 
students to sign the petition, which 
requested the traffic light. Along with 
the petition, all interested could sign 
an individual letter written by 
Rossetto and addressed to Mass. 
Senator and Chairman of Mass. 
Transportation Steven Baddour. This 
letter again stressed how important 
the traffic light would be. 


In the semester under Carey’s 
leadership, an “Environmental 
Alert Campaign” took place Feb. 
25 in the lobby if the C-building. 

A table was set up with 
MassPIRG interns warning stu- 
dents of the danger of high mer- 
cury levels in tuna fish. 

However, two months into the 
current semester, NECC faculty 
and students lost contact with 
Carey. 

“There’s been no one here for 
quite a while to pick up their 
(MassPIRG’s) mail,” stated 
Brown. “It’s regretful there is 
another departure. I was hoping 
this year was going to be a little 
different.” 

Brown added Carey’s depar- 
ture also comes at a bad time for 
MassPIRG’s future presence on 
both campuses. 

“This is the time of year when 
we are starting to put together the 
student election where students 
will vote on whether or not to con- 


See MassPIRG, page 7 


Club member and NECC student 
Kyle Joyner also stated this petition 
would not just be aimlessly sent to the 
state house. 

He added he was an intern in 
Baddour’s office and was able to use 
his connections to get the club a 
meeting with the senator’s aides and 
hopefully with him in person. 

Joyner stated the contemporary 
affairs club has a trip: planned for the 
State House on Apr. 13, and while 
there they will be meeting with one of 
Baddour’s aides, the group will 
attempt to explain why this light is so 
necessary. 

While there they also plan to 
deliver the signed petition to Baddour 
themselves. 

Through the petition and Joyner’s 
connections, the club is hoping to 


See Traffic light, page 8 
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NECC student Marie Khoder signs the Contemporary Affairs 
Club’s petition to install a traffic light at the 1-495 exit. 


Again, MassPIRG | Interns gain experience 
has no leader 


in mayor’s office 
————_«¢—____—_ 


The students are doing a great job 
helping out the city. 


Haverhill mayor s 
office welcomes 
NECC students 


By DaAvip WILLIS 
Editor 


The Haverhill mayor’s office has 
received some help from some 
NECC students who have been 
interning at the office since the 
semester began. 

“It’s been an awesome experi- 
ence,” said Northern Essex student 
John Connolly. “I’ve had other 
opportunities for internships, but 
working at the Mayor’s office 
seemed very appealing.” 

Connolly, a business major, was 
first informed by Professor William 
Heineman that internships to work in 
the office of Haverhill Mayor James 
Fiorentini were available. Heineman 
announced it to his American govern- 
ment and politics class. 


—Prof. William Heineman 


After informing his teacher he 
was interested, Heineman set him up 
with an interview with the Haverhill 
mayor’s chief of staff Brian 
Elworthy, who Connolly said hired 
him on the spot. 

Connolly stated he works four to 
six hours per week on Wednesdays 
and Fridays after class 

He added he spends much of his 
time answering phones and going 
through files. He also types and has 
written letters of recommendation for 
high school students helping out. 

While he does work for the 
mayor, Connolly expressed he works 
mainly with Elworthy. 


Connolly also spends time work- 
ing in the engineering office, which 
deals mainly with public services, 
such as the conditions of the city’s 
streets. 

His main task there, Connolly 
stated, was copying old plans which 
are needed for reference. 

“The students are doing a great 


job helping with the city, and getting 


a lot out of it both academically and 
with work experience,” Heineman 
said. “It’s a win-win situation.” 

Also working at the Haverhill 
Mayor’s office is NECC student 


See Interns, page 6 
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The obstacles of 
attending NECC 


Editorial 


Why must everything be so darn 
difficult? 

Everyone has heard this saying, 
and it’s probably uttered more often 
on a college campus than anywhere 
else in the world, and NECC is cer- 
tainly no exception. 

Why is that saying heard so 
often? Well, many would say it’s 
because college students don’t want 
to do extra work. But that is not the 
only reason. 


Any student or employee of 


Northern Essex knows accomplish- 
ing certain things at the college can 
be a very difficult and complicated 
task. But it isn’t always the college’s 
fault. 

A perfect example of this is get- 
ting the traffic light installed at the I- 
495 and Rt. 110 exit right by the col- 
lege’s entrance, an issue taken on by 
the NECC Contemporary Affairs 
Club. 

This intersection has been proven 
dangerous by a study performed by 
the state, and a woman was killed in 
an accident in the location just a few 
months ago. Most every student has 
had at least one bad experience at the 
site, and the college would like to do 
something about it, according to Vice 
President of Administration Mark 
Andrews. 

But alas, nothing has been done, 
because it is a job only the state can 
do. The college could raise money all 
it wants and the city of Haverhill can 
make all different plans, but until the 


intersection gets to the top of the 
Mass. Transportation Plan, which 
ranks as the number 50 worst inter- 
section in the state, nothing can be 
done to it. 

Why must everything be so diffi- 
cult? 

More directly affecting students 
are issues such as scholarships and 
petitioning to graduate. 

Any student who has attempted 
to apply for a scholarship knows it’s 
somewhat like trying to figure out a 
riddle. 

The student must figure out what 
award he or she is eligible for and 
then try to figure out what must be 
done to get it. 

The college had a good idea 
when they tried to make a one-for-all 
application that makes a student eli- 
gible for all awards. But that has 
caused a whole new set of problems, 
as it tells students the requirements 
many scholarships have. 

Not to mention it makes students 
think they must be eligible for finan- 
cial aid and be staying at Northern 
Essex to receive any money, accord- 
ing to professor Patricia Kidney. 

Another fun task is to petition to 
graduate. Aside from being poorly 
advertised, the application is short 
but complicated. It also does not indi- 
cate the student must pay $40 when 
turning in the petition, and cash is not 
accepted. You would think that is 
something they would tell people. 

For both of the above-mentioned 
things, deadlines are often a mystery, 
with students often having no idea 
when things are due. 

So it must be asked, “Why must 
everything be so darn difficult?” 
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What do you think 
of the FCC cracking down on 
Howard Stern’s radio show? 


Janet David, Clerk for Registrar 


“He should have never been on the 


air in the first place.” 


Cathy Sanderson, Assistant Dean 
“The reality is, | don’t care one way 
or another.” 


Keith Clark, Political Science 

“It’s the same thing with Martha 
Stewart. They are trying to put their 
hands in pop culture.” 


Photos by Kelly Fitzgerald 


John Connolly, Business Transfer 
“I’m not a fan of Stern, but I don’t 
agree with what the FCC is doing. 
The government cracks down on 
what is popular at the time. It’s an 
election year, so if they make waves, 
they'll create headlines.” 


Mike Wallace, Business Transfer 
“| don’t think Howard Stern is 
funny. He has so much money, what 
is he even complaining about?” 


Dawn Collins, Paralegal 
“I think they should. He is rude, 
crude and socially unacceptable.” 
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ow all students can get the most 
money back on used textbooks 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 


Opinion Editor 
Each and 
every semester, 
students buy 


overpriced text- 
books and at the 
end of _ that 
semester, they 
usually sell them 
back. Most of 
the time, their 
refund is barely 
enough to buy a tank of gas, or bet- 
ter yet the books are being replaced 
by new editions. 

What are students supposed to 
do with old versions of textbooks? 
They could be thrown away or recy- 
cled, but now the student is out of 
$50 or more. 

Instead of making more new 
books, maybe the publishing com- 
panies should offer some kind of 
compensation to students for giving 
their books back. They could recy- 
cle all of the old books to make the 
new ones, and maybe even lower the 
final costs to students. Together, we 


could help the environment and fat- 
ten the wallets of college students. 

Two months ago, I bought a 
brand new algebra book for $114. It 
came sealed in plastic with not only 
the book, but an answer guide and a 
cd-rom version of every section in 
the textbook. I dropped the class and 
went to sell the book back, and of 
course was told they were no longer 
accepting it because a new edition 
would be coming out. 

Shopping online, I was surprised 
to find the book was still being sold 
brand new. So why can’t I sell back 
my barely used book? 

Fortunately, there are more 
places out there to sell back text- 
books. Buyback web sites like text- 
bookx.com, classbook.com and 
bookbyte.com allow students to sell 
back their old textbooks at better 
prices than the bookstore here at 
NECC, which is linked with Barnes 
and Noble. 

Also for those students who 
can’t sell their books back, or for 
those looking to make a little more 
cash, there is the exchange market- 
place on textbookx.com. This 
exchange allows students to list 


Trying to understand 
‘Scholarship Controversy 


Dear Editor, 


So let me see if 1 understand the 
“Scholarship Controversy” : 

The President says it is a problem 
of getting information out to the stu- 
dents. 

However, the college has man- 
aged to give all its scholarship money 
out in the past few years. 

So what exactly is the problem? 

It seems there is a confusing 
application system. Everyone seems 
to agree that this is the problem. 
Good. 

It is always better to understand 
the problem before going out and try- 
ing to solve it. 

So the process has been made 
simpler. Sounds good. But wait — a 
faculty member is concerned that now 
a VP will be in charge of selecting the 
“best” applicants to be sent to the 
committees deciding the scholarships. 
She sees this as taking power away 
from faculty (faculty have power?). 

She sees a problem that the pool 
of applicants will not be big enough, 


while another VP sees the simpler 


application creating a bigger pool. 
Now I am confused once again. 
At this point a VP (how many VPs 


are there?) chimes in with an aston- 
ishing statement, 

“The faculty just doesn’t like 
change.” I cringed when I read that. 
Was she referring to ALL faculty or 
just this one faculty member? Faculty 
know that education IS change. This 
charge cuts to the quick. 

A teacher who doesn’t like change 
is like a cook who doesn’t like food. 
This VP says faculty take too much 
time selecting students, even though 
all scholarships have been awarded on 
time. 

The faculty member blames the 
college for not getting the word out to 
students. The other VP says it is the 
faculty’s job to get the word out. How 
common! Faculty blame administra- 
tors and administrators blame faculty. 

Maybe we all can blame the stu- 
dents. 

But wait. We haven’t heard from 
the Financial Aid Office. Clarity is on 
the way. 

But no, that office declined to 
comment. 

I’m so confused... 


George Medelinskas 
Professor of Computer 
and Information Sciences 


their used textbooks similar to Ebay, 
but without the fee to do it. The site 
does receive a small commission 
when the book is sold, but without 
the initial set up fee, there is nothing 
to lose. The book is then available to 


COUTEGE ALGER 
a5 .8' 


NECC, it could be needed at anoth- 
er school, and that only equals more 
money back in the students pocket. 

This site offers up to 300 percent 
more than bookstore buyback 
prices. 

The highest buy- 
back rate 1 found 
came from textbook- 
buyer.com. I got 
quotes for four differ- 
ent books. They were 
"The 
Journalism," 
Journalism," an AP 
style book and an 
Am ¢éripc¢ an 
Government and 
Politics book. 

On the Barnes 
and Noble website, | 
was quoted $7.90, but 
only two of the four 
were able to be sold. 


Kelly Fitzgerald photo The other two were 


over 300,000 students, as well as 
used book wholesalers and institu- 
tional buyers. 

If a book isn’t in demand at 


worth nothing. On 
textbookbuyer.com, I was quoted 
$13.17 and they wanted to buy all 
four of my books. It’s almost double 
the refund. The textbookbuyer site 


Elements of 


"Literature of 


offers free shipping and free insur- 
ance. The web site also takes back 
instructor editions, desk copies and 
study guides. 

The textbook business seems 
like easy money. Students have to 
buy them even if the prices are 
marked up. I understand the need to 
make a profit, but it seems compa- 
nies like Barnes and Noble are just 
plain greedy. They won’t let me sell 
back my slightly used, but in excel- 
lent condition college algebra book, 
but they can sell a brand new one for 
$102 online. 

Who doesn’t long for the days of 
public school when the teacher 
would bring in a pile of free text- 
books. Every student got one. The 
only thing students had to pay for 
were the book covers, or it was com- 
pletely free for those who could fig- 
ure out how to cut paper bags into 
covers. 

Everyone knows a good educa- 
tion is going to cost some money, 
but when it comes to any kind of 
refunds, everyone always wants the 
biggest. 


The middle class can’t help 
but get caught in college debt 


(KRT) With my college admis- 
sion acceptances and rejections 
rolling in, the focus in my college 
journey has now moved away from 
whether I'm going to go to college, 
or whether I'll get rejected and end 
up a horrible failure with no scrap 
of dignity or ambition left. Now, my 
nightmares have shifted to tackling 
the big financial-aid beast. 

Unfortunately, I live in that 
magic demographic of upper-mid- 
dle-class America that makes it 
nearly impossible for me to receive 
federal grants or need-based schol- 
arships from the schools. I'm not 
ungrateful for being comfortable, 
but I am tearing my hair out trying 


to figure out how my parents are 
going to pay for a $40,000-a-year 
education without adding another 
10 years onto their working lives. 
According to the financial-plan- 
ning software used by Morgan 


Stanley, the average historical 
national tuition inflation rate is 7 
percent per year, and the Consumer 
Price Index, or national economic 
inflation rate, averages 3 percent. 
The University of Washington, for 
example, raised its fall 2004 tuition 
by 11 percent for out-of-state under- 
graduates. 

Affording college tuition is 
rapidly retrograding to the time 
when going to college was a class 
issue. However, this time the mid- 
dle class is being usurped in favor 
of those who can truly afford it, and 
those who truly can't. 

For many like me, student loans 
seem to be the only way to afford 
the increasingly exorbitant tuition 
of their dream schools. Institutions 
like the Sallie Mae Foundation offer 


low-interest, long-term loan pack- 
ages, but many in my knowledge- 
hungry collegiate generation fail to 
realize the lasting effects of taking 
on a large amount of debt at a very 
young age. 

Student loans present an appeal- 
ing alternative to parents, who 
haven't saved enough for retirement 
as it is, instead of paying thousands 
out of pocket each year. Loans such 
as the Student Signature Loan defer 
payments until after graduation, 


oe ee 


Itcan be daunting 
to face thousands 
of dollars in loan 


payments. 


thereby deferring responsibility. 

After consulting with a finan- 
cial adviser, I discovered, using 
rough figures, if I were to finance 
$65,000 at a 4.5 percent interest 
rate, in order to pay it off in 10 years 
I would have to pay roughly $700 
per month! 

After the stress of graduation, 
students are usually left with only a 
six-month grace period before start- 
ing on their payment plan. 

In our struggling economy, 
where so many graduates are find- 
ing themselves jobless, it can be 
extremely daunting to face thou- 
sands of dollars in loan payments. 

Even more dangerous, failing to 
make student loan payments can 


permanently mar credit ratings, 
making it difficult to apply for cred- 
it cards or finance a car. 

Once graduated from a four- 
year institution, many students are 
willing to put off graduate and pro- 
fessional school in order to get jobs 
and begin to lift the monstrous debt 
off their backs. The reality is that 
the longer those students get out of 
the habit of being in school, the less 
likely they are to return. 

I realize that for many students, 
loans are the only option to pursue 
their dream education. Also, several 
professions, such as medicine, law 
or let's say, Microsoft, make student 
loans a feasible and manageable 
financial decision by offering a high 
income immediately following 
completion of a degree. 

But for the rest of us, especially 
in my chosen profession of journal- 
ism, rolling in the dough during the 
first few years out of college is not 
a realistic expectation. I want the 
best education possible, but I also 
want to afford a house, kids and a 
grown-up existence before I'm 40. 

My solution? Opt for a high-end 
state school. Despite the rumors, a 
public-school education can be just 
as amazing as a private one, and 
those of us in the magic demo- 
graphic can still afford to go out of 
state. Save the money for graduate 
school or a down payment. 

With the tuition epidemic, the 
amount of loans needed to afford 
the prestigious, private institutions 
will keep rising while the rate of the 
average post-graduate income will 
not. 

It will be a dream while you're 
draped in "ivy," but a nightmare 
when you're drowned in debt. 
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FCC’s newest target, Howard Stern, 
battles for freedom of speech 


Embattled 
shock jock 
© Howard Stern 
@ has now found a 
s theme song: 
| Korn’s “Y’AIl 
Want a Single.” 
The song is an 
attack on radio 
conglomerates 
as well as the 


music industry. 

Last month Clear Channel pulled 
Howard Stern’s morning show off its 
stations because of indecency con- 


cerns. Since this time, Stern has 
positioned himself as a poster child 
for our favorite amendment, freedom 
of speech. 

The Korn song goes perfectly 
with Stern’s political rants and a 
remixed version has been made for 
Stern, which can be found on the 
bands official website. 

The hard-rock outfit Korn started 
out in 1992 and have reached multi- 


a 


If you don’t like the 
stuff he talks about 
then don’t view it, 
it’s that simple. 


platinum sales but have never taken a 
sociopolitical angle before. 

“We've never been a_ political 
band, but if ] can’t say the word *f— 
-’ in the United States of America, 
I’m going to say something about it,” 
said lead singer Jonathan Davis in a 


conversation with Stern. 

A new study from Jacobs Media 
and Edison Media Research found 55 
percent of regular listeners of active 
rock, mainstream rock and alterna- 
tive rock stations, which air some of 
the most controversial morning 


shows on the radio, including the 
Howard Stern Show, said they are 
“never” offended by what they hear. 
In fact, just 5 percent believe if a 
small group of listeners is offended 
by a radio show’s content, the FCC 
should take action against it, and 


Kelly Fitzgerald photo illustration! 


only 12 percent believe the FCC 
should remove programs if they find 
indecency on the air waives. 

First, we had Janet Jackson, who 
gave us that infamous nipple shot at 
the Super Bowl and now we have 
Oprah talking about anal sex and oral 
sex on-air with no bleeps, which 
went into some graphic analysis. 

Most recently Simon Cowell 
from “American Idol” threw out the 
middle finger on a show which has 
about 27 million viewers each night. 
But have Simon or Oprah received 
any fines for the FCC? Of course not. 

I really believe the millions of 
Howard Stern listeners are witness- 
ing the hypocrisy of the FCC’s fuzzy 
definition of what is indecent. 

As far as people who complain 
about the programs which air, 
whether it’s TV, radio, or internet, 
they all have an off button and we as 
Americans should be able to view 
what we feel is appropriate instead of 
some corporation telling us what is 
decent and indecent for us to view, 

I mean, Stern has had his radio 
program for a long time now and 
everyone knows who he is, whether 
you’re 18 or 65 knows what kind of 
topics he covers. If you don’t like the 
stuff he talks about, then don’t view 
it, it’s that simple. No matter who 
you are or what kind of prograniming 
you view, people have different opin- 
ions and we should be able to prac- 
tice that right. 


Parents can only blame themselves 
for not following ratings guidelines 


Children of any age 
can get into any R 
rated movies as long 
as an adult is present 


If we have 
parents who lack 
good judgement, 
and insight and 
choose to ignore 
the guidelines of 
censorship, then 
who would be 
next in line to 
enforce the rating 
system? 
has established 


Our 
guidelines for parents to follow for 
their children when it involves mate- 
rial in music, video games and espe- 
cially movies whichhave extreme 
violence or sexual content. 

I went to see a movie, 


society 


“The 
Passion of the Christ.” I read the 
reviews, knew what it was rated and 
was fully aware from friends who 
previously.attended the movie it was 
going to be very graphic and intense. 

As I took my seat, a large group 


of children ranging in the ages of 


approximately 8 years old to 11 or 12 
came bouncing into the theater with 
their follow. The 
group sat in different sections of the 
theater. 

Before the movie started, the pre- 
teens were jumping around, joking 
and being rather loud, much to the 
dismay of many other audience 
members. I was irritated at the lack 
of supervision by these adults. But 
mostly the fact 
these young children to watch an R- 
rauwd movie angered me even more 

One movie-goer went as far as 
questioning workers in the theater 
about what the guidelines were for 
children to be allowed in an R-rated 
He was told that no matter 
what age they were, 
is a parent or guardian present, there 
is nothing the theater could do. Even 
if they personally agreed the movie 
was too graphic for children. 

When the movie ended, there 
was complete silence. It indeed was 
an extremely intense movie, even for 
the adult in the theater 

There more laughter 
coming from the pre-teens to our 
sides. It was quite the opposite. As 
we stood to leave, two of the girls 
were sobbing, their friends and one 
parent trying to console them. 

As I walked by my heart ached 
for these children. | wondered what 


parents soon to 


they were allowing 


movie. 
as long as there 


was no 


effect this very graphic movie would 
have on such young girls. But most- 
ly, | wondered if the parents even 


ATTENTION 
PARENTS 


GENERAL AUDIENCES 


s 
TAKE THE KIDS. 


DG. PARENTAL GUIDENCE 


$e ROPPAL WA 103 BF Lee 


KNOW YOUR KIDS. 


SEE 17 WITH YOUR KIDS. 


THINK 


BEFORE TAKING YOUR KIDS. 


HIRE A SITTER. 


EXERCISE RESPONSIBILITY 


ras oe 


considered the R-rating and what 
was their reasoning by ignoring it. 


filmratings.com photo 


The adult woman attempting to 
console the girls stood directly in my 
path to exit the theater. The closer | 
got to the weeping 
girls, my ability to 
remain silent was 
lost, and | stated 
frankly and firmly to 
her as | looked from 
her to the crying 
girls, “This is the rea- 
son movies have rat- 
ings.” She didn’t 
respond, just gawked 
at me as I walked on. 

If parents think 
it’s okay for children 
to watch an R-rated 
movie which consists 
of blood and guts 
splattered all over the 
screen, why bother 
having a rating sys- 
tem at all? 


parents trying to 
blame television, 
music or movies for 
children being desen- 


something has a rat- 
ing on it and young 
children aren’t sup- 
posed to be subjected 
to it, the responsibili- 
ty lies with the parents to enforce it. 

If parents don’t want to take the 


I am so tired of 


sitized to violence. If 


pone aE 


If parents think it’s 
okay for children to 
watch an R-rated 
movie...why bother 
having a rating 
system at all? 


time to know what their children are 
listening to, watching, or involved 
in, then they only have themselves to 
blame if their children’s behaviors 
aren’t to their liking. 

To be a parent today, the only 
requirements to raise a child are a 
roof over their head, enough food to 
sustain them and clothes on their 
back. Just be born with a womb or be 
a sperm donor and presto, you can 
become a parent, even if it isn’t a 
very good one. 

If you’re an adult and you don’t 
have the common sense to follow the 
basic rules we are given in society or 
don’t have the time to be involved in 
your child’s life, then do society a 
favor and don’t have children. 
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Agatha Christie’s The ‘Mousetrap 


The Mousetrap is an Agatha Christie classic "who done it." ‘It is the 
fongest running English speaking professional play in the history of 
Western theatre having run in London's West End for so consecutive 
years, Come test your wits and see if you can solve the mystery at 
Monkswell Manor! Directed by Jim Murphy 
Fri. & Sat, March 26 and 27 at 8 PM 
Th, Fri, Sat, April 1, 2, & 3 at 8:00 PM & Sun. Apr. 4 at 3:00 PM 

T 


$8 students, $10 non-students 
Tickets are only available at the door starting 1/2 hour before curtain 


Essex Chamber Music Players 


Michael Finegold , flute; Emmanuel Feldman, cello; David Pihl, 
piano in A Concert for All*Kate Sullivan: Pinnochio 

‘A musical adaptation of the tale by Carlo Collodi with a new 
EnglishAtalian narration. Plus ‘New ‘Music premieres based on 
Haverhill & the Greater Merrimack Valley, in conjunction with the 
Haverhill Historical Society. Composers TBA. 


Sun.day, March 28 at + PM Bentley Library Conference Center 


General Admission: $10; students/serinors: $5; families: $25, 


Still Point XXX 


The NECC Dance Program celebrates its thirtieth anniversary 
with performances by Still Point alumni, students of alumni, & 
current dance students. Major pieces from past Still Point 
performances will be highlighted, as well as new pieces by dance 
faculty members Pamela Wise & Michael Dalton. . 

Fri. & Sat. Apr. 16 & 17, 23 & 24 8 PM 


Sport & Fitness Center 
$8 adults; $5 students/ seniors with ID 


The Piano-thon: 
A Gala Performance of Pianists 


Regional ‘pianists perform classical, jazz, & new age works, 
including original compositions, in this fundraiser for the 
Essex Chamber Music Players. 


Sunday, April 18: 2 PM 
Bentley Library Conference Center 
General admission: $10; students/ seniors: $5; families: $25 


Student Art Show 


An exhibit of art work by NECC’s 
talented students. 

Opening reception: Fri. April 23: +7 PM 
Bentley Library Conference Center 

Free 


For further information, call 978-556-3388 


This program is supported in part by grants from the Haverhill and Methuen Cultural Councils, local 
agencies supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, as well as contibutions by the Haverhill 
Historical Society & donations by Alden Merrell Fine Desserts and the Salem Coca Cola Bottling Co., Inc. 


Spring Concert 


The NECC Chorus & Performance Ensemble will 


present a program with a variety of music styles: 
pop, rock, folk, jazz & classical. 


Sat. Apr. 24: 7:30 PM & Sun. Apr. 25: 2PM 
Bentley Library Conference Center 
$3 


Parnassus Slam 


Prose, poetry, & performances by 
NECC students, 
Fri April 30: 12 PM 


Jitters Cafe 
Free 


Kindred Spirits 
Performances &' fine arts exhibit by NECC’s 
multifacelted faculty &' staff. 


Fri April 30; 1;30-2 PM, exhibit; 2-4 PM performances 
Bentley Library Conference Center 
Free 


One-Act Plays 


A delightful & varied sampling of 10 minute plays, 
directed & performed by NECC students. 


Fri Apr. 30 & Sat. May 1:8 PM 

‘Top Notch Theater 

$8 students, $10 non-students 

Tickets are only available at the door starting 1/2 hour before curtain. 


a Arts Calendar 


Watch for our online arts calendar &’ 
website. 


«BT 2K 


Massachusetts Cultural Council 
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By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


In response to recent criticisms, 
NECC vice president of institutional 
advancement Jean Poth met with the 
Student Affairs Committee and other 
members of the faculty to discuss the 
topic of scholarships. 

“We felt much better after the 


meeting,” said NECC professor 
Sandra De Vellis. 
DeVellis explained Poth 


addressed the recent changes to the 
scholarship programs that have 
drawn a number of complaints from 
the faculty. 

A number of faculty members, 
including Student Affairs Committee 
chairperson Professor  Pricilla 
Bellairs, had criticized the changes as 
trying to get professors removed 
from the process of giving out schol- 
arships to students. 

However, Devellis said after the 
meeting, she felt many of the prob- 
lems had been resolved and said the 
concept of Poth trying to get the fac- 
ulty removed from the process was 
more of a misunderstanding, which 
she said was cleared up at the meet- 
ing. 

While Professor Patricia Kidney 
was not as positive, she said the fac- 
ulty and Poth’s office had come to an 
agreement for the rest of the current 
year, 

“When the faculty showed that 
they wanted to be part of the process, 
there was a compromise,” Kidney 
added. 

DeVellis explained the faculty 
was concerned they would no longer 
be choosing what students would be 
granted what scholarships, a job they 
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believe they are entitled to 
because they best know the stu- 
dents. 

In the past, students filled 
out different application forms 
for the 22 “restricted scholar- 
ships.” When the applications 
were submitted, they would be 
given to selection committees, 
made up primarily of faculty 
members who would choose the 
winner. 

However, Poth’s office 
recently put out a single form 
meant to work for all scholar- 
ships. Her office would then 
pick the best applicants for each 
award and give them to the 
selection committees. 

DeVellis stated faculty felt 
this move would put the power 
in the hands of the administra- 
tion, but she said the professors 
were able to show how impor- 
tant it them to be 
involved in the process. 

Another fear of the faculty- 
explained Kidney, was that one 
of selection committees’ jobs 
make sure all of the 
donor’s wishes were met. 

She said the donors for 
many of the restricted scholarships 
set guidelines which must be met by 
a student to win the award. 

An example she gave was that to 
be awarded the Harold Bentley 
Scholarship, for which Kidney is the 
student 
overcome hardships, but 
need to show financial need. 

She added if the administration 
were to even pick the finalists, they 
might neglect the wishes of donors, 
because they would not spend the 
time with them. 


was to 


was to 


have 
not 


chairperson, a must 


does 


“We need to keep the integrity of 


"President Emeritus: van gent 


The Hale 0 Gas eee 


this would lead to a great deal of 
confusion. 

She mentioned there is little 
the college can do this year to 
change the applications which are 
already distributed, but hopes 
they will make changes to them 
by next year. A compromise they 
did come to was that the college 
would allow the applications for 
different scholarships to be dis- 
tributed in addition to the generic 
one. 

Despite the compromise and 
that the faculty made it clear that 
they wanted to be involved, 
Kidney was still concerned about 


muted) 
eaiebete 


poe the professors’ future involve- 
The Newburyport pordilsarosie 9 ment. 
Virginia Noonan Memorial “It’s not clear whether the 


Scholarship: 

Northeast Association of Realtors Endoineant it Funds Scholarshi pes 
Professor Robert A. Paul Memorial Scholarship:$500 
Raney Family Memorial Scholarship: (varies) 
James & Anna Rurak Memorial Scholarship:$500 
Judy Savino Memorial Scholarship:'$250, 
Dr. John Spurk Memorial Scholarship: $500 

The Churchill Stafford Scholarship:$1,000 
Michael G. Stevens Memorial Scholarship:$300 


faculty will be involved after this 
year,” Kidney said. 

She stated she felt the admin- 
istration was working to make the 
process more “faceless” or more 
about the student’s grades than 
who the student actually is. She 
felt the administration saw 
removing the faculty from the 
equation as a way of doing this. 

She also said the timeline 
which has been put in place to get 
the scholarship winners announced 
will be very difficult for the faculty 
to meet, because it comes at the time 


what the alive,” 
Kidney said. 


At the meeting, DeVellis said the 


scholarship is ship, which is not true. It also makes 
it seem as if scholarships are only 


given to returning students when 


two groups came to a number of tem- 
porary compromises. However, there 
are still a number of things to address 
before the system is perfect. 

One of the remaining problems is 
the all-in-one application, Kidney 
stated, 

She explained that application 
has a number of mistakes and seems 
to give students misinformation. 

Kidney stated the form makes it 
seem as if a student must be eligible 
for financial aid to receive a scholar- 


some scholarships are awarded to 
transfer students. 
“Making everyone 
general scholarship 
Kidney expressed. 
DeVellis also pointed out that the 


fill out one 
isn’t fair,” 


application does not specify any of 


the requirements for different 
restricted scholarships. The Bentley 
scholarship asks for a speech and the 
Dr. John Spurk scholarship requires 
an essay different from the one 
required on the generic form. She felt 


when they are working on grades. 

DeVellis also mentioned the fac 
ulty wants to be even more involved 
in the process by helping out in the 
administering of general scholar- 
ships, along with the restricted. 

“Our goal is to get as much 
money as we can to students,” 
DeVellis said. “To do that, we need to 
deal with all of this bureaucratic non- 
sense.” 


NECC student interns gain valuable 
experience in the world of politics 


Continrued from page 1 


Amanda Derby. 

As a political science major, 
Derby said she was very interested in 
getting involved once she heard the 
internship was available and inter- 
viewed with Elworthy. 

“He (Elworthy) noticed my flair 
for politics immediately,” Derby stat- 
ed. 

Derby, a former business major 
at Salem State College who switched 
to politics when she 
Northern Essex said she works in a 
number of different 
mayor's office. 

“I basically follow the mayor 
around,” Derby said. “I think 
Fiorentini is a great mayor.” 

Over the past few months, she 
mentioned she has worked in 
fundraising and met with volunteers 
during Fiorentini’s campaign. 

Derby stated her day-to- day 
work is in “constituency support.” In 
this, she takes calls from citizens 
who have complaints for elected offi- 
cials, mainly the mayor and takes the 
person’s number. 

From there, she contacts the 
office which would deal with the 


came to 


areas in the 


Jim 


problem and finds out if the problem 
can be solved. After finding out if it 
can be solved, she calls the citizen 
back and tells the person if it will be 
solved or why it cannot. 

She used the example of a dead 
cat in the street, for which she would 
have to call the roads department to 
get it taken care of. 

“It’s a lot of work, but I love it,” 
Derby said. 


She has also written a number of 


letters of recommendation and col- 
lects every newspaper article which 
is written about the mayor and puts it 
into a portfolio. 

She has also done 
research projects for the mayor. She 
about the 
ash to the environ- 
ment. She explained the city uses it 
in landfills, and environmental 
groups believe it is too dangerous to 
be used 


said the most recent was 


dangers of coal 


In this and other cases, Derby 
stated she uses the internet and talks 
to the heads of different companies to 
find out the truth for the mayor. 
Derby added working in the 
mayor’s office is a valuable learning 
tool, because she hopes some day to 


be a politician herself. 


a number of 


“| think I will definitely be a 
higher up politician in the near 
future,” Derby stated. 

She expressed she hoped to get 
involved in her hometown of North 
Andover’s city government but has 
been unable to decide on what politi- 
cal party to be affiliated with. But she 
does look forward to being in poli- 
tics. 

Connolly said he does not see 
himself in politics, but explained he 
also does not rule it out in the future. 

“I have a fascination with poli- 
Connolly said. “But I really 
enjoy business.” 

Connolly added his work in the 
mayor’s office has served as a great 
learning experience and hopes it will 
open up more opportunities in the 
future. 

Heineman explained the students 
are not getting college credit for the 
internship, but they will be receiving 
extra credit in his class. The credit 
will be based upon the amount of 
hours they work and an essay which 
will be due at the end of class. 

Heineman 


tics,” 


said the essay will 
explain their experiences in the 
internship and how it helped them to 
better understand the information 


which is covered 
in class. 

He added it 
might be possi- 
ble for future stu- 
dents to receive 
credit for this 
with Career 
Development 
Center’s 
program. He also 
said internships 
are opened to 
any students who 


co-op 


are interested, 
not just his class- 
es. 

Heineman 
stated NECC stu- 
dent Keith Clark 
has also partici- 
pated but was 
unavailable for 
comment. 

ad | have 
enjoyed it thor- 
oughly and recommend anyone to 
participate,” said Connolly, who 
plans to transfer to UMass Lowell 
next year. 

Derby expressed she has enjoyed 
the experience. 


David Willis photo 


NECC student and Haverhill mayor’s office 
intern John Connolly. 


“| think it’s a great opportunity 
and | hope they keep offering it in the 
future,” Derby stated. 
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CaMPUS BRIEFS _ 


Gay Straight Alliance 
seeks donations for 


used book fair 

The NECC Gay Straight 
Alliance is seeking book donations 
for a used book fair to take place on 
Friday, April 9. 

The used book fair is a fundrais- 
er for the GSA’s folk concert by 
Karen Grenier on April 16 in 
Lecture Hall A in Spurk. 

Donations of used paperbacks in 
good condition are welcome and 
may be dropped off the week of 
April 5 to Sandra or CJ in C314B 
Spurk. 


NECC alumni office 
offers scholarships 


The NECC alumni office is 
seeking applicants for the follow- 
ing scholarships: 

+ The Foster  Furcolo 
Scholarship covers tuition and fees 
for a student attending UMass 
Boston in the fall. The nominee 
must be a Massachusetts resident, 
have a minimum GPA of 3.5 and 
be taking at least 9 credits or 3 
courses in Fall 2004. The deadline 
for submission is early April. 

* The Coca-Cola scholarship 
is for $1,000. NECC can nominate 
two students (both NECC’s nomi- 
nees got scholarships last year!). 
Basic requirements are: nominees 
must be U.S. citizens or permanent 
residents, must have a minimum 
GPA of 2.5, must have completed 
100 hours of community service 
within the past 12 months (must be 
verified), must be planning to 
enroll in at least two courses dur- 
ing the next term at a 2-year insti- 
tution. Deadline for all paperwork 
is May 14. 

* NECCUM will be awarding 
five scholarships for the 2004- 
2005 academic year. These schol- 
arships are renewal for a second 
year if applicable academic criteria 
are met. The focus of the scholar- 
ships is to recognize the academic 
achievement of students moving 
from NECCUM two-year institu- 
tions (including NECC) to NEC- 


CUM four-year institutions 
(Endicott College, | Gordon 
College, Merrimack College, 


Montserrat College of Art, Salem 
State, University of Massachusetts 
at Lowell). Each Scholarship is 
worth-a total of $4000 (includes 
renewal). Deadline for all paper- 
work is May 14. 

Any student interested in the 
above scholarships should contact 
Libby Jensen, Director of Alumni 
and Donor Relations, by phone at 
978-556-3621, email at 
Ijensen@necc.mass.edu, or stop by 
the Alumni Office at the Haverhill 
campus in room A-301. 


Faculty union now 
accepting applications 
for $500 scholarship 


The Northern Essex 
Community College Professional 
Association is seeking applicants 
for this year’s $500 NECCPA 
Scholarship. 

The NECCPA Scholarship is 
awarded to a student graduating 
in the current academic year who, 
in the judgement of the scholar- 
ship committee, represents the 
best product of NECC education. 

Applications are due by noon, 
April 23, and must be submitted 
to Peter Flynn in C314-E Spurk. 
The committee will announce the 
winner on May 4. 
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MassPIRG loses coordinator 


SY SY PPT 


On average, NECC goes through two to 
three organizers a year. 


—Dina Brown 


Continrued from page | 


tinue to pay the MassPIRG fee on 
their tuition bills,” Brown said. 

The NECC student election 
will take place on Wednesday, 
April 21. 

“It’s just sad how there are 
kids on campus who want to help 
the environment, yet are denied 
since Northern Essex has not 
appointed another leader,” said 
MassPIRG volunteer Sarah 
Luscutoff. 

Brown explained NECC does 
not make the decision on who will 
be the next coordinator or if there 
will be another at all. Only 
MassPIRG chooses who is 
appointed for the job at colleges 
around the state. 

“It’s a question of whether or 
not we will have another intern- 
ship coordinator, Brown stated. 
“MassPIRG removes its coordina- 
tors off of campuses after Earth 
Day until the next semester starts. 
I don’t know whether or not they 
will be replacing Patrick.” 

Over a month has passed since 
the last official MassPIRG meet- 


A POETRY CONTEST 
"WORDS OPEN WORLDS" 


SPONSORED BY LARC 
THE LIBERAL ARTS REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE 


PRIZES: 
1ST PRIZE 50.00 
2ND PRIZE $25.00 
(2 HONORABLE MENTIONS) 


CONTEST RULES: 
*MUST BE CURRENTLY ENROLLED AT NECC 
* 2 POEM LIMIT (100 LINES COMBINED TOTAL 
LIMIT) 
* DEADLINE: MONDAY, APRIL 12 


SUBMISSION BOX ES: 
+ HAVERHILL—3RD FLOOR MAILROOM, SPURK (C 
BUILDING) 
+ LAWRENCE—LIBRARY 
E-MAILS) 
+ LEAVE SUBMISSIONS WITH COMPLETE CONTACT 
INFORMATION, INCLUDING, NAME, STUDENT |.D., PHONE 
NUMBER, AND E-MAIL ADDRESS 


*(NO 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT : 
CBARRON@NECC. MASS.EDU 


WHAT HAPPENS TO A DREAM DEFERRED? 
DOES IT DRY UP LIKE A RAISIN IN THE SUN? 
OR FESTER LIKE A SORE—AND THEN RUN? 
DOES IT STINK LIKE ROTTEN MEAT? 
OR CRUST AND SUGAR OVER—LIKE A SYRUPY 
SWEET? 
MAYBE IT JUST SAGS 
LIKE A HEAVY LOAD 


— LANGSTON HUGHES 


ing. Carey left without a letter of 
resignation or information on how 
to start a student-run movement 
on campus. 

Brown said she had spoken 
with Carey at the beginning of 
March and had a positive meeting 
with him about his future plans 
this semester at NECC. 

“We had a very good meeting. 
He was going to do a voter regis- 
tration campaign and a ‘Hunger 
Clean-Up,’” stated = Brown. 
“Currently, | don’t know where 
they are at this point.” 

Brown also touched upon the 
fact NECC has gone through 
many MassPIRG coordinators in 
the last couple of years. 

“On average, NECC goes 
through two to three organizers a 
year,” explained Brown. “Patrick 
is the fifteenth MassPIRG person 
in the past six years.” 

All in all, Brown said she was 
disappointed in what Carey 
accomplished while at NECC. 

“T really didn’t see much hap- 
pen here. His attendance at meet- 
ings wasn’t consistent,” com- 
plained Brown. 


David Willis photo 


Have you seen these people? Patrick Carey, right, who recently 
departed, had replaced Leslie Mendoza-Kamstra, who left last 


fall after only two months at NECC. 


continue to have 
MassPIRG sentiment.” 


Brown feels Carey’s leave 
will lower even more NECC’s 
opinion of MassPIRG on campus. 

“I’m just wondering how it’s 
going to be,” added Brown. 


“We'll probably be not happy and 


24 colleges. 


INTRODUCING 
MASS 
COLLEGES 
ONLINE 


computer, 


attend are now a click away. 


Visit the Mass Colleges 


next step in the evolution of education. 


co.mass.edu 


an anti- 


One click. Zero commute. 


Now you can take courses from 24 Massachusetts 
colleges right from your computer. Introducing Mass 
Colleges Online, a new consortium of online 
courses and program offerings that brings some of 
the best courses offered by Massachusetts state and 


community colleges directly to your home or school 


Full credit courses, one-of-a-kind courses and 


programs you would have had to commute miles to 


Online website at 


www.nco.mass.edu to learn all about this exciting 
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National News 
fre, 
ney ~ gs 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


9/11 Commission will 
not relent in pursuit of 
Rice’s testimony 


WASHINGTON (AP) The 
independent commission investi- 
gating the Sept. 11 attacks will not 
relent in its pursuit of public testi- 
mony from the president’s national 
security adviser but is unlikely to 
subpoena Condoleezza Rice, the 
panel’s chairman said Sunday. 

The former chief counterterror- 
ism adviser at the White House, 
who has criticized the Bush admin- 
istration's preparedness for the 
attacks, said he would welcome the 
attempt by leading Republicans to 
declassify 2-year-old congressional 
testimony. 

The lawmakers hope to show 
discrepancies between Richard 
Clarke's recent attacks on the 
administration’s terrorism policies 
with flattering statements he made 
as a White House aide. 

The White House has asked the 
commission for a second private 
session with Rice to clear up “a 
number of mischaracterizations” of 
her statements and positions about 
the attacks. She met with the panel 
for about four hours at the White 
House on Feb, 7. 


Bush team accused of 
character assassination 
against Clarke 

WASHINGTON (AP) Senate 
Democratic leader Tom Daschle 
accused the Bush administration 
last week of making former terror- 
ism aide Richard Clarke the latest 
target in a campaign of “character 
assassination” against those who 
stand in President Bush’s way. 

“They’ve known for months 
what Mr. Clarke was going to say,” 
Daschle said in a Senate speech one 
day after the former White House 
aide sharply criticized the presi- 
dent’s stewardship of the war-en 
terror. 

“Instead of dealing with it fac- 
tually, they’ve launched a. shrill 
attack to destroy Mr. Clarke’s cred- 
ibility,” Daschle said. 

The senator said Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz., former Sen. Max 
Cleland, D-Ga., and retired Amb. 
Joseph Wilson had suffered similar 
treatment at the hands of Bush’s 
aides. “I saw the White House 
ferocity first hand,” added Daschle. 


Gay marriage debate 


resumes in Mass. 

BOSTON (AP) During 
Massachusetts’ marathon gay mar- 
riage debate, -several legislators 
have had to pause because of tears, 
the Bible has beéi¥quoted liberally 
~but so have the Grateful Dead and 
Bob Dylan. 

It’s been a long| strange trip for 
the Massachusetts Legislature, 
with 28 hours of emotional debate 
over three days in\'the past two 
months on a propostd amendment 
to the state constitution to ban gay 
marriage. If it is ved, the 


Legislature would have to adopt an 
identical measure in the 2005-06 
session, then put it before voters on 
the November 2006 ballot. 
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Student passes out 


By BiLL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Spring grows ever closer here at 
NECC’s Haverhill campus. During 
Feb. and Mar., items were lost and 
found, equipment was stolen, stu- 
dents injured, a break-in occurred 
and a student passed out in a class- 
room. 

In mid-Feb., items such as a 
pocketbook and backpack were 
found and returned to their owners. 
EMT equipment was stolen a week 
later from the E-building and a report 
was taken and is under investigation. 
At the end of Feb., a student reported 


to security tripping over a curb and 
injuring their knee. 

Next month, the gym snack bar 
was broken into and a report was 
taken. Also, a student burned their 
hand getting coffee from a vending 
machine. 

Another student passed out in the 
classroom and EMTs were called to 
the scene. According to Eagle securi- 
ty, the person is a diabetic and was 
told not to drive home alone. 

The following information was 
obtained from the campus security 
office: 

2/18/04: A person notified secu- 
rity they had lost their pocketbook 
but believe it may not be on campus. 

2/19/04: A car accident occurred 
in lot three and a report was taken. 
Also, a pocketbook was stolen from 
the C-building lobby. Additional 
pocketbooks and backpacks were 
found and returned to their owners. A 
person lost their wallet as well. 

2/25/04: A fight took place in the 
C-building lobby and a person called 


the police. Statements were taken at 
the scene. 

2/26/04: A pocketbook was left 
on a bench in the lobby of the C- 
building and disappeared 15 minutes 
later. EMT equipment was stolen 
from the E-building and a report was 
taken and is under investigation. 

2/27/04: A student injured their 
knee after tripping over a curb and a 
report was taken. 

3/2/04: A cell phone, backpack 
and keys were found and return to 
their owners. 

3/3/04: Books were found and 
their owner was notified. A calcula- 
tor and backpack were left in room 
219: 

3/4/04: Another calculator was 
found and its owner was notified. A 
cell phone and keys were found and 
picked up by their owners. A wallet 
was missing and a report was taken. 

3/8/04: Another calculator and 
cell phone were found and returned 
to their owners. 


College to host Transfer Night 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


NECC will be hosting a night to 
aid students interested in transfer- 
ring to a 4-year institution called 
“Transfer College Night,” which 
will be held Wednesday, April 14 
from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the 
lobby of the Spurk building. 

Schools such as Merrimack 
College, UMass-Lowell, Salem 
State and many others will be pre- 
sent at the event, with admissions 
counselors helping answer student 
questions about the transfer process. 

“It’s a good opportunity for stu- 
dents to meet with counselors from 
different schools, it saves people 
from making the trip to these col- 
leges,” said Diane Sheahan of the 
Academic Advising Center. 

The “Transfer College Night” 
will be co-hosted by the Academic 
Advising Center and the PACE pro- 
gram. PACE, or “Pathways to 
Academic and Career Excellence” 


are programs which help students at 
NECC develop the skills needed to 
graduate, as well as help get them 
into four-year institutions. 

Faculty of the Academic 
Advising Center such as Grace 
Dimmick also wanted this night to 
be available and useful for evening 
students at NECC as well. 

“Transfer Night is held so that 
Colleges and Universities, both 
public and private that offer contin- 
uing education programs can come 
in and talk with NECC evening stu- 
dents,” added Grace Dimmick, 
Assistant Dean and Director of the 
Academic, Advising Center. “Most 
of our evening students are a work- 
ing population, some with families 
and other responsibilities, so the 
least we can do is make the opportu- 
nities more available to them by 
bringing these colleges and univer- 
sities on campus to talk with them. 
It is also my hope to encourage our 
evening students to continue their 
education by getting at least a 
Bachelor’s Degree, which has 


become a must have 
careers.” 

Students interested in going to 
the “Transfer College Night” should 
bring unofficial copies of their most 
recent transcripts for admission 
counselors to review. These unoffi- 
cial copies can be picked up from 
the Registrar’s Office on both cam- 
puses. 

“| really want to encourage stu- 
dents to take advantage of this 
opportunity,” stressed Sheahan. 
“Now is a good time to begin learn- 
ing about the transfer process, so 
that you will be well prepared for 
transferring. Representatives are 
eager to answer students’ questions, 
so take advantage of this opportuni- 
ty to previe some of the most promi- 
nent colleges and universities in the 
region.” 

For more information on this 
event, contact Diane Sheahan in the 
Academic Advising Center, room 
B-201 on the Haverhill campus, or 
send e-mail to her at 
dsheahan@nece.mass.edu. 


in many 


Club works for traffic light 


Continrued from page | 


then arrange a meeting with 
Baddour at Northern Essex so he 
could see the intersection personally. 

Rossetto pointed out the club is 
not pitching a new plan to the state, 
but is instead promoting a plan 
which is already in existence. 

In 1998, the college requested a 
study done of the intersection. The 
study showed measures needed to be 
taken to make the area safe for the 
large number of students who would 
be passing through it each day. 

A plan was developed to make 
the area safer, but thus far nothing 
has been done to improve the inter- 
section, because it does not yet rank 
high enough on the Mass. 
Transportation Improvement Plan, as 


explained by NECC vice president of 
administration Mark Andrews. 

The plan ranks in the top 50 
worst intersections in the state. But 
only the highest ranked are 
addressed by the state. 

The state, not the college or the 
city of Haverhill must handle the job. 
Route 110 is a state highway, and all 
construction must be done by the 
state. Much like the fact all major 
state college construction projects 
must be done by the state, because it 
is property of the state. 

Rossetto said the goal of the 
group is to get that plan more atten- 
tion, and hopefully in action. 

He added his attention was first 
drawn to the problem because of 
Nicole Sweet, who gave a speech on 
the topic in his American 


Government and Politics class after 
she was involved in the fatal accident 
which occurred there on Nov. 5, 
2003. 

According to Haverhill police 
reports, Lynne Brackett, 30, was 
killed after her car was hit in the rear 
passenger's side door by the car of 
Joshua Dallal, who was coming off 
the 495 exit onto 110. After her car 
was hit, she skidded into the oppos- 
ing lane, where she was hit by Sweet, 
who had no time to stop, and 
Brackett was killed. 

Rossetto also hoped to get some- 
thing accomplished because of what 
it would show people what can be 
done with some determination. 

“It would show young people 
they can get involved,” he said. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Despite capitalist 
economy, China’s 
farmers remain locked 
in communist past 


DAGAOKOU, China (AP) 
China’s government insists it is 
serious about lifting farmers’ 
incomes to narrow the rich-poor 
divide. If that’s true, the villagers 
of Dagaokou have some ideas. 

“If 1 could, I'd invest my own 
money in improving the land,” 
says wheat farmer Wang Yuqi. 
“The better the land, the higher the 
quality of your crops, and the more 
money you can make.” 

But while Wang has the capi- 
tal, he lacks the right to make 
changes in the land he farms 
because he doesn't own it. China's 
ruling communists banned land 
ownership when they took power 
54 years ago promising to liberate 
millions of peasants from the 
tyranny of landlords. 

Collective farming remains a 
tenet of communist rule even as 
China's cities surge toward a capi- 
talist future. While incomes have 
soared among cellphone-toting 
urban residents, farmers are still 
allotted land-use rights according 
to family size, and many still plow 
the earth by hand. 


Ireland launches 
world’s toughest 
anti-smoking law 


DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) 
Smokers in local pubs enjoyed 
their final, bittersweet puffs 
Sunday as Ireland prepared to 
impose the world's most compre- 
hensive ban on tobacco use in the 
workplace. 

The ban, effective at the stroke 
of midnight, would bring potential- 
ly hefty fines on any business that 
permits smoking indoors — a crack- 
down causing equal measures of 
pain and joy, particularly inside the 
country's smoky public houses. 

“I’m going out in a cloud of 
smoke!” said bricklayer Seamus 
McCann, who launched a Sunday 
pub crawl as soon as Dublin's bars 
opened at noon and kept two ciga- 
rettes going simultaneously as the 
clock ticked down to midnight. 


Coalition forces shut 
down Iraqi newspaper 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) The 
U.S.-led coalition on Sunday shut 
down a weekly newspaper run by 
followers of a hardline Shiite 
Muslim cleric, saying its articles 
were increasing the threat of vio- 
lence against occupation forces. 

Hours after the closure of Al- 
Hawza, more than 1,000 supporters 
of cleric Mugtada al-Sadr demon- 
strated peacefully in front of the 
newspaper's offices, decrying what 
they called a crackdown on free- 
dom of expression. 

Dozens of U.S. soldiers arrived 
at the Al-Hawza newspaper offices 
Sunday morning and closed its 
doors with chains and locks, sheik 
Abdel-Hadi Darraja said in front of 
the one-story house. 
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NECC Lawrence is talking poetry 
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I thought a club would be a nice way to 
write creatively in a non-threatening 


A new club for creative 
writers called “Talking 
Paper’ in Lawrence 


ERICA SIGARAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Here is an idea, get a group of 
friends together and start a sentence 
with the word “chocolate.” 

Now, with this simple word your 
friends have to come up with sen- 
tences of their own, and what may 
be just a clump of words can actual- 
ly turn into a beautiful poem. 

This is called Haiku 
Modification, and this is just one of 
the fun exercises explored in the 
new NECC club of the Lawrence 
campus named Talking Paper. 


“Talking Paper” advisor Melina Draper addresses 
the club of poetric students who are ready to write. 
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way. 


-Melina Draper 


Talking Paper is a new club 
where NECC students gather 
together and take pleasure in the cel- 
ebration of creative writing. 

“T realized that I had a lot of tal- 
ented people in my class,” said 
Melina Draper, an NECC English 
professor and one of the advisors of 
Talking Paper. “I thought a club 
would be a nice way to write cre- 
atively in a non-threatening way.” 

Draper started the club with col- 
league and basic 
writing and ESL 
professor 
Jacqueline Pena. 

Dir 2 precias 
main purpose is 
not only to give 
the NECC  stu- 
dents an opportu- 
nity to be cre- 
ative, but also to 
have fun, whether 
it is reading, writ- 
ing, or playing 
word games. 

The Talking 
Paper consists of 
poetry, word 
games, exploring 
pictures such as 
collages and even 
field trips. 

Also, — what 
would a creative 
writing club be 
without scrump- 
tious treats, for 
instance, you 
guess it, choco- 
late. While tap- 


Library hosts 


Library promotes use 
of its sources for final 
research paper 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


The libraries at the NECC 
Lawrence and Haverhill campuses 
are looking for students who want to 
earn some money for their last 
research paper for the semester by 
submitting their papers to the 
“research paper contest.” 

Both campus libraries are trying 
to encourage students to use the 
sources and materials they have to 


conduct a well-written final paper. 
The judges will award one student 
from each campus the $100 prize. 

Each campus, though has a dif- 
ferent motive behind this contest. 
At the Lawrence campus, the motive 
is to get more people aware of the 
fact the campus does have a library 
and they want more people to go to 
it. 

“Many students didn’t even 
know that we had a library, some 
thought that it was just a study area, 
and some didn’t come because we 
are located in the basement,” said 
Ellen Pratt, a librarian at the 
Lawrence campus. 

At the Haverhill campus, Gail 
Stuart, the head of reference ser- 
vices stated the contest is “an exper- 
i m e n t 


Se as 


The librarians want to see how students 
conduct their research by promoting all of 
our resources to students and faculty. 


-Linda Hummel-Shea 
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ping into your most inner thoughts, 
boxes of delicious chocolates were 
being passed around the room. 

“This is creativity. It is enough 
to make anyone feel comfortable 
and safe,” says Sandy Guerrie, a 
NECC student and poetry writer for 
the Talking Paper. 

“Nobody is really honest and 
here you can be,” Guerrie explains 
as to why she feels safe to reveal her 
thoughts in this club. “It is a place 
where you can be completely hon- 
est 

With creativity comes diversity 
and this club provides just that. It is 
a mixture of gender and race and 
you will even notice the advisors are 
not the only professors in the club. 
Gary Widger, an NECC Comp I pro- 
fessor describes the club as a 
“Twitching engine, piston heat and 
seizure.” 

Widger believes this is the best 
description for the club, because 
words seem to come alive. Widger is 
looking forward to learning about 
people as well as his own writing 
and thoughts. Widger hopes this 
club will get people to think differ- 
ently about poetry. 

“T like how every one is differ- 
ent and we can come and make it 
work,” says Daniel Ubiera, an 
NECC student who especially 
enjoys the diversity the club offers. 
“It is okay to say what is on your 
mind. You should be happy with 
whatever you say, write, or with the 
outcome of your work.” 

Some of the students described 
the club with just one-word answers. 


essay writin 


“We're really try- 
ing to get informa- 
tion literacy and 


fluency into the 
forefront of the 
minds of students, 
faculty and the 
administration.” 
The research 
papers will be 


judged by NECC 
reference librari- 
ans, Ann 
Grandmaison, 
Ellen Pratt, Gail 
Stuart and Bette 
Tsoutsouras. The 
judges will be 
looking for a cer- 
tain criteria for 
each paper to 
posess. The paper Stuart 
should be well-writ- 
ten and also include 
information from 
credible sources from the library. 
The paper must be assigned by a 
professor in class during the spring 
2004 semester. 

Professors are also being 
encouraged by librarians to bring 
their classes down to the library to 
take part in a library instruction 
class, which a student needs to 


eee 


“Spontaneous,” says NECC student 
Wanda Rivera. She hopes to grasp a 
better understanding with what she 
calls “The words inside my mind.” 

Others embrace the art of poetry, 
“As a writer poetry is a way to 
explore hidden, creative skills” says 
Joe Michaud NECC student. 

NECC students and faculty are 
encouraged to bring in their own 
material and receive comments from 
each individual person. With only 
meeting four times, they seemed to 
have already established an open- 
minded environment. Nothing is too 


also in Draper’s Comp I class. He 
can understand the level of comfort 
the others feel in this club. He 
believes the Talking Paper is an 
asset to the college. “It is a way to 
shed your tears and fears on paper.” 

Draper’s short-term goals are 
very modest. 

“At this point we are trying to 
grow our club.” Draper stated. 

However, the long-term goal 
would be for student leaders to lead 
the club activities. Draper is hoping 
to connect with the community. She 
wants to be able to go out in field 
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Students gather in a classroom to share their creativity. 


strange or out of the loop. This is 
definitely a new level of trust. For 
their next meeting, which is held on 
every Wednesday, they will all bring 
one of their favorite toys. This 
should be a very interesting meet- 
ing. 

It has been stated Draper has the 
ability to not only make the club 
interesting, but also students have a 
deep sense of comfort. They feel 
they can share anything. 

NECC student Anthony Reyes is 


Lauren Carroll photo 
Librarians Linda Hummel-Shea and Gail 
encourage students to enter the 
research paper contest. 


attend to be eligible for the contest. 

“We want more faculty to bring 
their classes here so that we can 
teach them how to use the library. 
We have a variety of sources avail- 
able, both electronically and on 
paper,” said Stuart. 

The librarians got the idea to do 
this contest when they read about 
another college doing the contest. 


trips to places like the Essex Art 
Center and even look for inspiration 
in the city of Lawrence. 

The Talking Paper is still not 
official. Petitions are in the making 
and there is still a need to raise 
awareness. The club is currently 
meeting in the Lawrence campus in 
room 145 every Wednesday starting 
at 12 noon. Students and faculties 
are encouraged and welcomed to 
join in the hidden folds of creative 
writing. 


¢g contest 


Linda Hummel-Shea, the library 
director, said “the librarians want to 
see how students conduct their 
research by promoting all of our 
resources to students and faculty.” 

The librarians main purpose in 
hosting this contest is to bring stu- 
dents to the library and to better 
familiarize them with the available 
sources which lay right under their 
noses. The sources in both libraries 
are very valuable tools to every stu- 
dent here at NECC. 

“We want to see evidence that 
the students used our sources and 
how they incorporate the informa- 
tion into their research papers and 
also how well they attained the 
information and how they used it in 
their paper,” expressed Pratt. 

Stuart is looking forward to 
reading the papers at the end of the 
semester and deciding on who 
should receive the reward. 

“It will be fun for us to read the 
papers. It will better help us under- 
stand which sources the students are 
using,” said Stuart. 

There is no specific deadline for 
the papers, but a copy of the paper 
should be handed in sometime 
before the end of the spring semes- 
ter and around when it is due in 
class. 
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A student author and her passion 
or the world of reading 


Her love is reading 
and enhancing the 
lives of children 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


She sat content on the couch in 
the Jitters Café wearing a black and 
vhite checkered blazer with frayed 
edges, On the ridge of her nose rest- 
ed a pair of glasses and behind them 
was Cathy A. Hanish. She’s a part- 
time student at NECC whose passion 
is reading 

“As a child T was never read to, 
so when I had I son I made sure that 
| read to him every night. It’s fun,” 
said Hanish. 

Hanish’s passion for reading led 
her to write a story for children called 
“You 
recently published 


Lucky Frog,” which was 
Hanish, a resident of Amesbury 
and better known as Miss Cathy, was 
thrown the idea about writing a book 
by one of her friends. 
“He told me, before he left for a 


trip, ‘write about frogs.” | thought, 


MAKEEBA FRASER 
Contributing Reporter 


The library conference room was 
filled with many students anxious to 
hear Kate Clifford Larson talk about 
her new book “Bound for the 
Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, 
Portrait of an American Hero.” 

During the lecture, 
explained her reason for writing this 
Tubman biography for her disserta- 
tion. Larson also gave a brief sum- 
mary of the book, which highlighted 
many important periods in Tubman’s 
life. 


Larson 


well, my son loves to swim and frogs 
swim.” 

Cathy decided to incorporate the 
character of her son into the story, as 
he longs to be a frog who can swim 
all day and not have any personal 
problems to worry about 

After waking up, the boy finds 


himself to be a frog. He discovers 


being a frog has its own hardships 
and he begins to miss his life as a 
boy 

M Cathy describes the theme 
of the story by saying “everybody ts 
special, we have are own uniqueness 
that we bring to this life. Be the best 
you that you can be.” 

The book is illustrated with a 


strong green colored background and 


has two songs children can sing 
along with 
Miss Cathy 


to children, and the illustrations are a 


said she loves to read 


sure way to keep the children’s atten- 
tion. 

“As | read stories | show my face 
kids to 
help them get more involved in the 


and the illustrations to the 


reading, its a vital thing for your 


entire life,” stated Miss Cathy 
Miss Cathy also is the creator, 


host and reader of her own local 
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Miss Cathy smiles wide as she holds her first published children’s book. 


Author comes to NECC to d 


Although there were delicious 
snacks such as cakes, cookies, sand- 
wiches and juice available, that did 
not stop a number of the 86 people 
present from asking Larson a wide 
array of questions 

Larson explained in depth about 


some issues which 1 


ere assumed to 
be true about Tubman, such as her 
kidnapping a young child. Larson 
speculates that the child may be 
Tubman’s daughter, but is unsure 
about how truthful that may be. She 
also speculates Tubman’s ‘sleeping 
spells and semi-unconscious periods” 
may be what is known as temporal 
lobe epilepsy, due to her getting hit in 


access television show “I Love 
Books.” 
children on television for nine years. 

She carefully selects her books, 
which are geared toward pre-school 
She 


chooses her books deliberately with 


She has been entertaining 


and elementary school children 
themes that are non-violent, by the 
quality of the language and vocabu- 
lary, and will also provide a positive 
moral message to the children 


“I want to tell kids ev ery where, 


read, it’s fun,” said Miss Cathy 
Her hope is to touch a lot of chil- 
dren’s lives and to have them know 
the benefits and joys of reading 
Miss Cathy is also a columnist 
for the Essex County 
She has 


childrens books for seven years. She 


newspaper 


been writing reviews for 


and “Terry Teddy” give ratings to 
childrens books in teddy bear paws 
instead of stars 

“| have never given a book one 
teddy bear paw. | wouldn't want to 
insult an author like that. If] feel like 
the book really deserves one teddy 
bear paw then I won’t review it,” said 
Miss Cathy 

Miss Cathy began her career as a 
volunteer reader and would travel to 
various elementary schools to read 
books to the children. 

“I love seeing the faces of the 
kids as I read. There is a gratifaica- 
tion both ways,” said Miss Cathy. 

Miss Cathy will then donate the 
books that she reads to the school 
library 

This extraordinary lady is also a 
well-known face to many students 
here at NECC 


on tapes reading an entire 


She records herself 


textbook for students, rang- 
ing from the blind to those 
who have attention deficit 
disorder. This is a long 
process for Miss Cathy, but 
she enjoys helping her fel- 
low students 
“It takes 
hours to record a 400-page 
text,” said Miss Cathy 


She has been helping 


me about 80 


students with their required 
reading since 1995 

“There is no shame in 
asking for help. The shame 
is not asking for help when you need 
it,” she said. 

Her voice should be familiar to 
some who attend the Hoyt’s and 
Cinemagic theaters. When people 
cal] the theaters inquiring the time 
and date of a show, Miss Cathy is the 


the head with a 
weight when 
she was young. 

Questions 
were asked 
about where 
Larson received 
her material in 
order to write 
an accurate 
biography on 


Tubman She 
explained she 
traveled to 
Maryland where 


Tubman 
raised to 
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As students listen attentively, Miss Cathy describes 
her book and the process of its publication. 


lady providing the information 
Miss Cathy’s life 
around reading and helping children 
into. their 
She loves her job and has a 
strong connection with her work. 
“There is an emotional attach- 
ment to writing for all writers. There 
is a strong bond beyond the creator 


revolves 


incorporate this activity 


lives. 


and the creation,” she added with 
much certainty. 


++ 


I want to tell kids everywhere, read, 
it’s fun. 


-Miss Cathy 


As the interview came to a close, 
it was time for Miss Cathy to go 
speak to a children’s literature class 
about how to publish a book, and like 
any human being, she became very 
nervous before her presentation. 

Her fingers stroked the frayed 
edges of her jacket as she approached 


some of her 
research. 
Larson men- 
tioned she also 
spoke to some 
of Tubman’s 
descendents and 
credible 
resources in 
addition to 
researching past 
documents 
about Tubman. 


James Doré, 
Dustin Gray photo 4 theater major, 


other 


was Kate Clifford in her visit to NECC said, “It was a 
do showing her new book 


very interesting 


the door of the classroom. She took 
a deep breath and entered the class of 
inquisitive students. 

“Because | was never read to as a 
child, it has been hard for me to read 
at all, especially out loud,” she 
explained as her hands clutched her 
newly published book and other 
materials 

his is one of the reasons why 
she became involved with reading. 
She feels reading 
should not be 
something to be 
afraid 


once Was 


of as she 


Her eyes wan- 
dered around the 
room to see the 
faces of all the stu- 
dents and then they 
meandered to the 
agenda on_ the 
black board behind 
her. 

“lm 
one,” she said nervously. 

That day she was the 
important aspect of the class, but 
every day she is the most important 
aspect of children’s lives. 


number 


most 


iscuss new book 


event and | learned a lot more than | 
expected to, it was very informa- 
tive.” He also mentioned he attended 
the event for an extra credit assign- 
ment for his English class, but noted 
that it was such a good event that 
even if it wasn’t for extra credit, he 
would still attend it. 

In April, the Haverhill Campus 
will be holding another author event 
to commemorate poetry month. 
Richard Robbins will be reading 
poems from his new collection enti- 
tled “Famous Persons We Have 
Known” on the 28 at 12 noon in the 
AB conference room. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


The Mousetrap creates mystery at NECC — 


This past weekend s premiere 
challenged its audience s 
detective tendencies 


By Lisa CoproLa 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


This past weekend, two people were ‘mur- 
dered’ at Northern Essex. The clues were 
abundant, yet seemingly misleading and the 
audience watching the Top Notch Players pro- 
duction of “The Mousetrap” were searching 
along with the characters for answers. The 
play premiered this past weekend on Friday 
and Saturday night. 

- The play, which was first performed on 
stage in 1952, was written by Agatha Christie 
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Detective Sergeant Trotter taking notes 
on Mr. Paravincini’s whereabouts. 


}and was enacted throughout England. It 
| became one of the most recognizable murder 
| stories told in the theatre to this day. 
Every character in the story holds a sense 
| of mystery about them, the innocent seeming 
not so innocent and the sketchy appearing a 
| little too obvious. Outside of the theatre, there 
/ was a ‘Who- dun —it’ board where people dur- 
| ing intermission could write their guesses. 
Once inside the theatre, I was in awe of the 
| wonderful and extremely realistic set the play 
| took place on at NECC. The stage was set up 
as the Great Hall at Monkswell Manor in the 
late afternoon. Large windows were the most 
authentic props on the set, when they were 
| opened at a point, | swore I felt a non-existent 
draft. The entire show took place in the same 


background, which although was a little 
tedious at points, also lended a feeling of 
claustrophobic mystery to the audience. 

The Top Notch Players demonstrated tal- 


The plot thickens as the motives of all 
the characters are questioned 


| By DEREK BEDARD 
| Columnist 


Charlie Kaufman is probably the 
most original and coolest screen- 
writer in Hollywood these days, 
although you’ve probably never seen 
his face before (he’s intensely pri- 
vate.) His genius has been on display 
for films such as “Confessions of a 
Dangerous Mind,” “Adaptation” and 
“Being John Malkovich.” 

This fact is again true in the new 
film “Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind.” 

Combine his genius with the 
imaginative music video director 
Michel Gondry and add in two of the 
funniest men alive, two academy 
award-nominated actors, a hobbit 
and Mary Jane from “Spider-Man” 
and you have the most original movie 


out in theatres today. 

It’s Valentines Day and Joel 
Barish (Jim Carrey) is going through 
a case of Murphy’s Law, whatever 
can happen will happen. 

It starts with his finding his door 
banged up, and then he must go to a 
job he does not like and nobody to 
care for him. So on a whim, Barish 
decides to just go to the beach. 

While he is there he discovers 
sees a girl, but thinks nothing of it. 
That is, until he realizes either he is 
following her or she is following 
him. 

Well, Barish finally meets the 
girl, Clementine Kruczynski (acade- 
my award-nominated Kate Winslet), 
who right off the bat apologizes for 
her name and asks Joel not to make 
fun of her. 

But instead of making fun of her, 
they fall in love. But soon after, like 
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priately 


The audience watches in suspence as the mystery unfolds 


The cast on stage at the end of their performance. 


In ‘Eternal Sunshine’ Carrey shines once again 


all relationships, it falls prey to the 
woes of fighting and arguing. Sadly, 
they break up. 

In a strange turn of events it is 


discovered, thanks to a gaffe by his 
pot-smoking relative Rob (the VERY 
funny David Cross) that Clementine 
decided to have her memory erased. 


ent and professionalism the whole way 
through. The accents they had to take on led 
me to believe in these actors’ abilities to mold 
themselves into a variety of characters. The 
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Major Metcalf dressed and aged apro- 
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costumes and aging techniques were also very 
admirable. The character Mr. Paravincini, 
played by Ozan Haksever looked exactly the 
way you would expect a middle-aged, wealthy 
playboy to look. 

Major Metcalf, played by Allen Mayo, 
also was made up and given the older crazy 
man look 

Throughout the play and near the middle 
of the second half, the audience got to hear 
quick reviews of who was where and doing 
what at the time of the murders. This was 
helpful if you happen to misunderstand or for- 
get information 

The character who was pressing for infor- 
mation and loudly stating the facts, possibili- 
ties and accusations was Detective Sergeant 
Trotter. He was played by Jimmy Murphy, 
who gave a loud and jarring performance to 
the set. He has been involved with acting for 
eleven years since the sixth grade. This was 
his first time acting with the Top Notch 


Players. 
“I plan to do a lot with them,” he says. 
Murphy is a liberal arts major here at 
NEC( 


‘I plan to teach history but have a drama 
club at the high school I am at,” he states of 
his future plans. Right now, Murphy is 
involved with acting at the McNally School, a 
children’s school that teaches dance and 
drama 

The character Molly Ralston was played 
by Gina Kattar. Her English accent and inno- 
cent characteristics were remarkably believ- 
able. She says she has been doing shows with 
the Top Notch Players for a while now and 
enjoyed working on this project. 

Cory Cocchiaro played the part of 
Christopher Wren, the young man with a para- 
noid and childlike-nature. He becomes. this 
character, no question about it. Cocchiaro also 
is involved with the Fri. night comedy improv 
show “Far from Canada,” which takes place at 
the Broad Street Grille in Merrimac. 

Jim Murphy, the play’s director and a the- 
atre professor here at the college said it takes 
about forty-plus hours of research to decide 
what play to put together for a semester. 

“I like to rotate seasons with different 
styles,” he says. “This play was-a smaller cast, 


which means each character is on stage for a 


longer period of time.” 

A person with more experience was a bet- 
ter choice for this type of play when selecting 
characters during auditions. 

“About forty people tried out” he says. 

From the experience I had on: Saturday 
night | would say the right people were chosen 


for the parts. 


So, Joel decides to do the same 
thing and goes to Lacuna Inc, a com- 
pany that well, erases minds. 

Joel convinces the good doctor 
who created this (Dr. Howard 
Mierwziak - played by academy 
award-nominated Tom Wilkinson) to 
erase his mind because he feels 
spurned because Clementine would 
do this to him. 

Flash forward now, Dr. 
Mierwziak’s staff - (played by Mark 
Ruffalo, Elijah Wood and Kirsten 
Dunst) are doing the procedure and 
somehow they screw up, and Joel’s 
memory becomes clearer. 
Apparently, there is more to Joel and 
Clementine’s relationship then any- 
one knows. 

I don’t want to tell you what hap- 
pens next (where’s the fun in that?), 
but a little hint is “the end is the 
beginning is the end.” 


Jim Carrey could very well have 
had the performance of his career this 
film. It seems like Carrey fits per- 
fectly into the role of Joel. Mainly 
because he gets into a character like 
few others (remember when he was 
filming “Man on The Moon,” he 
refused to be called anything but Mr. 
Kaufman) 

However, the runaway. perfor- 
mance in this film is that of Mark 
Ruffalo, who plays Stan, the doctor 
who screws up the procedure in the 
fist place. ; 

As they say in the film, “how 
happy is the blameless vestals lot! 
The world forgetting, the world for- 
got. Eternal sunshine of the spotless 
mind! Each prayer accepted, and 
each wish resigned.” - Alexander 
Pope “Elosia to Abelard.” - now just 
think about this and ask yourself 
what it means. 
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Foreign Film Festival in Lawrence 


——{_¢¢—_—_ 


We were talking about some of the 
great foreign films of yesteryear, and 
we came around to well, why don’t we 
try a foreign film festival? 


Chance to experience 
great foreign films, 


Jor free, on the 
Lawerence campus 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Columnist 


Cannes, Sundance, South by 
Southwest, Tribeca. All great film 
festivals, but very expensive and dif- 


ficult to go to. So what can you do if 


you’re a fan of fine foreign films but 
can’t afford to go to France, 


Colorado, or Texas? Go to NECC, of 


course! 

Each year the Lawrence campus 
hosts a free film festival celebrating 
the works of acclaimed foreign direc- 
tors. 

ESL Professor Mark Palermo, 
who has been in charge of the film 
festival since its inception in 1998, 
mentioned the idea came to be one 
day while talking to the now retired 
dean of the Lawrence campus, Kathy 
Rodger. 


“We were talking about some of 


THE 
POSSIBILITY 
OF PAINT 


NECC “PAINTING 2” STUDENTS EXHIBIT 
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APRIL 3-29 
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the great foreign films of yesteryear, 
and we came around to, well, why 
don’t we try a foreign film festival,” 
Palermo said. 

The Festival, which is held at the 
Lawrence campus’ Atrium, attracts a 
wide variety of spectators, from MIT 
Graduates to homeless people and 
everything in between. Almost 
everything that is, except for stu- 
dents. 

The first festival was held in Feb. 
of 1998. However, like the next few 
years, it was not well attended by stu- 
dents, even though it screened some 
of the greatest films ever made. 

This came as a little bit of a sur- 
prise to Palermo, considering these 
screenings are held on Saturday 
nights. “Maybe they don’t know 
about I,t because we don’t have an 
advertising budget. And of course, 
many people don’t want to sit 
through a 90 minute film and read 
subtitles,” Palermo noted. 

To aid that issue Palermo noted 
that he has gotten the Festival a part- 
nership with the Lawrence Cultural 
Association, which helps promotes 
events which show the diversity of 
different areas of the world. 

In the past, the Festival has 
screened all types of films, including 


-Mark Palermo 


films by Academy Award-winning 
directors such as Pedro Almovodar, 
Roberto Benigni and Federico 
Fellini. Well-known films, such as “II 
Postino (The Postman,)” and “El 
Mariachi” have also been shown. 

Generally, a screening will 
attract 50 or 60 people based on what 
is being shown. Palermo said the 
types of films shown are based on 
what has drawn the most interest in 
the past. 

“If | show a Russian film, for 
example, and very few people show 
up, I usually don’t go with another 
Russian film the next year. On the 
other hand, we showed a film from 


By EMILY DIGNAN 
Contributing Reporter 


What do you call a political 
activist, world traveler, avid song- 
writer and punk icon all rolled into 
one? 

Call her Michelle Shocked 
and catch her this Saturday night, 
Apr. 3 at City Hall in Newburyport. 

Imagine Studios of Amesbury is 
coordinating the event, a benefit for 
the Boston Social Forum. 

Kristine Malpica, director of 
Imagine describes Shocked as an 
artist with “integrity: both musical 
and personal.” The River 92.5 and 
Ganesh Imports are the event's spon- 
sors. 

The concert is the kickoff event 
in a_ year-long, seven-concert 
Performing Arts Series put together 
by Imagine Studios. The concert 
begins at 7:30 and features opening 
act Lucian Parkin, who is also affili- 
ated with Imagine Studios and 
helped Malpica coordinate the event. 
Tickets are available for $15 prior to 
the show at many local record stores 
and organizations (see www.imag- 
inestudios.org for a complete list) or 
can be purchased at the door for $17. 

Michelle Shocked first made her 
way into the international music 
scene in 1986 with the release of the 
“Texas Campfire Tapes,” which 
were exactly that — songs that were 
“field recorded” on a Walkman by a 
British journalist who approached 
Shocked by a campfire in Texas one 
evening. 

The man who recorded Shocked 
was actually a partner in a brand new 
British independent record label and 
before long, Shocked was a British 
pop phenomenon. 

Michelle Shocked has also done 
extensive work as a political activist 
and one of her most recent causes is 
the Boston Social Forum, which will 
receive the proceeds of her 
Newburyport concert. 


Spain (Butterfly, which screened in 
2001) that packed the house. So the 
next year, I included another film 
from Spain and it packed the house 
again. Last year | threw in an Iranian 
film, and the place was full of 
Iranians, so | put in for another one 
this year,” he stated. 

The cost to put together the festi- 
val is not cheap, between purchasing 
screening rights to the films from the 
studios which own them, obtaining 
someone who can run the projection 
equipment and having security on 
campus for the event and refresh- 
ments. However, Palermo insists on 
not charging the public for these 


Michelle Shocked in Newburyport 


iii | 


The Boston Social Forum (BSF,) 
more of an event than an organiza- 
tion, is cited by Kristine Malpica as 
“host to number of progressive 
social activists and groups,” and will 
take place Jul. 23 to 25 on the cam- 
pus of the UMass Boston, just days 
before the Democratic National 
Convention. 

The first World Social Forum in 
Brazil was organized in 2001 to 
coincide with the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland. 

“The Boston Social Forum is 
kind of a satellite for the World 
Social Forum,” explains Malpica. 

Michelle Shocked’s music is 
diverse and has found its place in 
numerous musical genres, including 
blues, gospel, country, western, 
swing, honkytonk and folk from east 
Texas and Texarkana. She owns all 
the rights to her entire catalog of 
music after suing Mercury, her first 
record label, using the 13th amend- 
ment: the reform abolishing slavery. 

Mercury had refused to release 
her music and also issued a cease- 
and-desist letter which blanketed the 


photo courtesy www.mighty-sound.com 
Folk-punk icon Michelle Shocked performs a rare local show. 


screenings. 

“We don’t pass the hat or come 
on to people because they have 
already paid for this once with their 
tax dollars and it is a way of return- 
ing something back to them,” he 
said, 

This year’s Film Festival begins 
on Apr. 10 with a screening of the 
1999 Iranian film “The Wind Will 
Carry Us,” a documentary about the 
death and funeral rituals of a 100- 
year-old Kurdish woman. 

Screening Apr. 17 is “Central 
Station,” a 1998 film from Brazil 
about a poor retired schoolteacher 
who reluctantly takes a young boy 
under her wing after he witnesses his 
mother’s accidental death. 

Finally, the festival wraps up on 
Apr. 24 with the first film from Cuba 
that has been screened in the film 
festival with the movie “Bitter 
Sugar,” from 1998. It is about a pas- 
sionate romance between a young 
communist and a free spirited dancer 
who longs to leave Cuba. 

All screenings are held at the 
Lawrence Campus Atrium, with 
screenings beginning at 8 p.m. and of 
course is free to all NECC students 
and everyone in the general public. 


industry, enslaving Shocked within 
the corporate music system. Her 
struggles with artistic freedom as 
well as her victories have brought 
her to support freedom in every 
sense of the word and all her choices 
as an internationally known artist 
and icon reflect her dedication to the 
human race itself. 

“I hope just to bring awareness 
to some of the issues that are impor- 
tant today in the world: social issues, 
humanitarian issues and environ- 
mental issues and just to raise aware- 
ness, especially in this big election 
year where people are going to 
decide which issues they are going to 
support,” says Malpica of the event. 

For more information on this 
event or others in the Performing 
Arts Series, contact Imagine Studios 
at (978) 834-0367, or visit their web 
site. More information on Michelle 
Shocked and the Boston Social 
Forum can be found at 
www.michelleshocked.com and 
www.bostonsocialforum.org, 
respectively. 
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This Spring’s Movie Preview Central 


By JASON PELLETIER 
Contributing Reporter 


“Lord of the Rings: The Return of 
the King” ruled the box office over the 
holiday season. “Passion of the Christ” 
was number one for three weeks 
straight. The highly anticipated 
“Starsky & Hutch,” “Hidalgo” and 
“Secret Windowm,” who couldn’t 
make number one at the box office. 
“Dawn of the Dead” 
makes the number one mark, but what 
else will be the next smash hits this 
spring of 2004? 

As Mar. comes to an end, don,t 
leave out the big hits coming in 
Spring. 

Mar. 26 Kevin Smith returns after 
the death of Jay and Silent Bob with 
“Jersey Girl,” starring Ben Affleck and 
Liv Tyler in this romantic comedy 
about a father who has to take care of 
his daughter after the death of her 
mother. Without the appearance of Jay 
and Silent Bob, the re are hopes the 
film can do well. 

Tom Hanks stars in the 
comedy/crime movie “The 
Ladykillers,” directed by the academy 
award winning Coen brothers. The 
film is about a group of thefts plotting 
a scheme only to be distracted by an 
old lady. By the looks of the trailer and 
a great cast, it’s sure to be a hit by crit- 
ics and movie goers. 

“Scooby-Doo” returns with a 
well-thought out cast of Matthew 
Lillard, Sarah Michelle Gellar and 
Freddy Prince Jr. in “Scooby-Doo 2: 
Monsters Unleashed.” This fits the 
great mystery-group well. The first 
film was not all what we expected. 

Maybe the sequel will do better, 
but in other hands, sequels never live 
up to the original. So this could be 
interesting. 

“Ned Kelly” is based on a true 
story of Australian bank robbers , star- 
ring Heath Ledger, Orlando Bloom, 
Naomi Watts and Geoffrey Rush. With 
a cast like this and a lot of action, why 
would we think to spend seven bucks 
somewhere else, But beware, it’s only 
open in limited release. 

What other better way to start the 
month of April with a big red look- 
alike Devil who carries a handgun the 
size of my head to save the world from 
an evil race of monsters. “Hellboy,” 
opening Apr. 2 is based on the popu- 
lar comic book. It focuses on the 
supernatural and paranormal events. 
There is more to this movie than just 
nonsense action, which is a plus to 
those of the comic book fans. 

If that’s not enough action for you, 
then perhaps “Walking Tall” will help 
do it. Featuring “the Rock” the movie 
is inspired by a true story of a man 
who returns from war and fights crime 
in his hometown to become the sheriff. 
The only thing which can draw audi- 
ences to see this movie is the fact that 
“the Rock” and co-star Johnny 
Knoxville are in it. 

Now aside for all this action, why 
not throw a family movie in there? The 
new Disney animation 
“Home on the Range” is about farm 
animals who bind together to stop a 
butcher from taking over their farm. 

Now, with Pixar Studios no 
longer partners, Disney will have to 
work hard to get the animation movies 
to make money. It’s been mentioned 
this movie is a musical. Does that 
mean its less violent, like the past 
Disney animation features? It’s about 
time Disney started to show family 
films again. 

Also n Apr. 9, the long and await- 
ed “The Alamo,” which was due last 


www jerseygirl movie.com 


Liv Tyler joins Ben Affleck in the movie ‘Jersey Girl.’ 


Christmas Day but was postponed. 
This is based on the true story of the 
famous battle of the Alamo. With a 
great cast lined up, Billy Bob Thornton 
as the legend Davy Crockett... Well I 
didn’t see that coming. Hopefully, 
audiences will remember the Alamo. 

From a lovable girl in the hit 
series “24” to a porn star. Hmm. Elisha 
Cuthbert stars in the new romantic 
comedy “The Girl Next Door,” about a 
teenager in high school discovers his 
next door neighbor is a porn star. Even 
though the plot may lack, it sure won’t 
stop teenagers from seeing this movie. 

The “Whole Ten Yards,” come- 
dy/crime sequel to the smash “The 
Whole Nine Yards” returns with the 
original great cast... Well, whoever 
wasn’t killed off in the first one! Bruce 
Willis, Matthew Perry, Amanda Peet 
and Kevin Pollack will return to their 
respective roles. With a cast like this, 
hopefully they can return and bring 
back some laughs. 

Here is two reasons to go to the 
movies on Apr. 16. One, Quentin 
T24q (0. 8. THe ene OS ees 
“Kill Bill Vol. 2,” the continuation 
from Vol. 1 which was released in Oct. 
of 2003. In this, we get to see Uma 
Thurman continue her fight to get to 
well... kill Bill! This volume, we get 
some answers after the first part and of 
course see how it all ends. And who 
can go wrong, it’s a Quentin Tarantino 
film. 

Two, “The Punisher,” that’s right, 
ever since “X-Men,” 
and “Spider-man” became a huge suc- 
cess, Marvel Comics is making all 
their comic book heros into movies. 
“The Punisher” which was first men- 
tioned to the public of being made two 
years ago is finally going to blast it’s 
way to the big screen. 

Remember the movie about the 
boy who wanted to grow up faster star- 
ing Tom Hanks called 
“Big?” 

Wel, looks like the movie business 
is running out of ideas because on Apr. 
23, “13 Going on 30” hits theaters 
with the same plot idea, but instead it 
stars the fast rising star Jennifer 
Gardner. This is a romantic comedy of 
a thirteen-year old girl who wants to 
be more mature. One day she wakes 
up in New York city and has a lot to 
catch up on. 

We all know him as his famous 
role James Bond 007, but can Pierce 
Brosnan put down the hi-tech weapons 
and gadgets and actually fall for some- 
one? 

We'll find out in the upcoming 
romantic comedy “Laws — of 
Attraction,” starring Julianne Moore 
about two opposite people who get 
married. Now they have to deal with 
the public and themselves. If this does- 
n’t work for Pierce, at least we have 
the next James Bond in 2005 to look 


forward too. 

Ever since Denzel Washington 
won an academy award for “Training 
Day” in 2001, it proves Denzel can 
play any tough guy movie. His new 
movie “Man on Fire” proves just that. 
It is the story of a special agent who 
must protect a young girl, where they 
both have great connections and treats 
her as a daughter. She is kidnaped and 
his fury comes out. 

As summer comes closer and clos- 
er, so does the movies with a bang. It’s 
the movies we look forward too, since 
we saw their first trailer during the 
Super Bowl. 

And it all starts in May, starting off 
with a romantic movie guys wouldn’t 
mind seeing, well maybe not with their 
girlfriend, because in Jamie Foxx’s 
new movie “Breaking” All The Rules” 
is a story of a man who was dumped 
by his fiancee and wrote a bestselling 
book on how to break up with a girl 
and deal with all the women problems. 

“Shrek 2” picks off right where the 
first movie left off. Shrek and Fiona go 
back to her homeland to live and sur- 
prise, Donkey tags along. With new 
characters including a kitten, Fiona’s 
parents and the fairy godmother, this 
smart, funny fairy tale is sure to 
become a classic. 

It’s not Halloween, but that does- 
n’t stop Stephen Sommers, the director 
of “The Mummy | & 2” from making 
“Van Helsing,” based off of Bram 
Stoker’s character in the “Dracula.” 


oF: # Ss 


www.vanhelsing.com 
Classic monster fans will want to catch ‘Van Helsing,’ a movie 
about Dracula, a werewolf and Frankenstein. 


www.thewholetenyards.com 


Bruce Willis scaring Mathew Perry in ‘The Whole Ten Yards.’ 


novel. It stars Hugh Jackman as “Van 
the Man,” a hunter, scientist and doc- 
tor sent to a forbidden land to vanquish 
the evil Dracula, Frankenstein and a 
werewolf. 

It’s about time a director stepped 
up to make a movie like this. It’s what 
the classic monster fans been dying to 
see. 


The Gay Straight Alliance of Northern 
Essex Community College is sponsoring a folk 
concert by Karen Grenier of Nashua, N.H. on 
Friday, April 16, in Lecture Hall A of the Spurk 
Building on the Haverhill campus. 

Admission is $1 for members of all Gay 
Straight Alliance chapters. General admission is 
$2. The concert will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Part of the New England musical landscape, 
Grenier’s soulful penetrating voice and driving 
guitar combine to capture the attention of her 
audience. Whether she is playing a cover tune or 
an original song, Grenier is pure talent. 

Her original folk songs describe her own 
experiences with life and love. The cover tunes 
she performs include artists such as Alanis 


Morrisette, Jewel, 


Bonnie Raitt, 


Melissa 


Etheridge, The Eagles, Stevie Nicks, Sheryl 


Crow and Dave Matthews. 


To date, she has completed two CDs: 
“Capacity” and “Bring on the Sun.” 


For more 


information contact 


Jocelyn 


Smith, president of NECC’s GSA at 978-869- 


8794 or blondedevill9832003@yahoo.com, or 
Dayv Irvine, GSA vice president, at 978-886- 
2033 or darkfirenight@yahoo.com. 


SS Se 


Last but not least, the big film of 
the spring is “Troy,” based on the true 
event of the Greek war and Trojan war 
which lasted a decade. The film fea- 
tures a great cast, with stars such as 
Brad Pitt, Peter O,Toole, Orlando 
Bloom, Eric Bana and Brian Cox. 


Karen Grenier will perform in NECC’s 
Lecture Hall A on April 16. 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


“For those of you unhappy with the economy, 
| just made this ant farm. So that’s over 
300 new jobs in one hour ... see there?” 


Ur 


Oot Terbune r 
“| just discovered that women here make half as 


much as men. So, in a cost-cutting move, 
I'm firing all the men.” 


comicspage.com hy <ferlon 


“Hey, Herbie ... | think | stepped in something.” 


IVE DECWWED To 
BECOME A POET, 


IVE VECIDED 
To @ECOME A 
DANCER. 


I'VE VEciwevd 
TO BECOME A 
ComPoSER. 


I've DEciOED 
TO BECOME 
AN AcToeR. 


GUT You Move 
Lice A WALRUS, 


QUT You Nn 'T 
Play AN 
IN STRUMENT. 


QuT 4OU 
REPEL PEOPLE. 


T'Ve Decivep 
TO BECOME 


I'VE VECWWED 
TO BECOME A 
NOVELIST, 


I'VE VECIOED 
TO Become A 
SINGER. 


I'VE Gecko To 
KEEP BEING A 
DEPRESSED, SELE- 


SUT You Cc 
BAeeLY RE: 


Ee 


BUT YourR Voice 
\¢ ScQeECHY, 


ACROSS 
1 Standee's 
handgrip 
6 Eliot's Bede 

10 Rolled 
sandwich 

14 Some Semites 

15 Dealer’s model 

16 King of the road 

17 __ Linda (Nixon 
Library site) 

18 Colorado resort 

19 Mid-month 

20 Harden 

21 On and on 
forever 

23 The clink 

25 Pen fill 

26 Long, fluffy 
scart 

29 Main courses 

32 Bigwig in D.C. 

35 Things set in 
between 

37 Cinders of 
comics 

38 “Misery” Oscar 
winner 

39 Took a chair 

40 Falling ice 

41 Legal claim 

42 Ill will 

44 Make a mistake 

45 European nation 

46 Remunerate 

47 Capp and 
Capone 

48 Hair line 

50 Basker 

55 Spring bloomer 

59 “A Death in the 
Family” writer 

60 Jeans man 
Strauss 

61 Mature insect 

62 Payphone 
aperture 

63 Important times 

64 __ you mind 

65 Immoral deeds 

66 Wrapped up 

67 Test result 


DOWN 
1 Utters 
2 Fox chaser? 
3 Infrequent 
4 French clerics 
5 Church books 


HATING BUMBLER, 
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6 Calls attention to 
7 School official Solutions 


8 In the center of [alayv[ ul} [3] NJO] 
9 Aquarium fish 
10 Kitchen whip 


11 Reels’ partners 
12 First victim 

13 Nosegay 

22 Tennis doubles? 
24 S$ from a bank 
26 Sacred book 

27 Where lovers 


cfa}a|—|o 
MEE: 

} 
rw 


uw 
—|O wn 


z¥B<|oul+lo 
x zl wlolz 


wiw 


Z| 


+ 
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walk? 
28 Fall bloomer 
30 Facetious 
tribute 
31 Venture 
32 Hypnotist’s 
command 
33 Actress 
Verdugo 
34 Dapper 
36 Post-dusk 
37 Blighted tree 
40 Myna's relative 


Ww 
<IO\r iw 
z 


BEG Baoeeno 


jo] <| fe [al | oo  < |] <] 


EE 
ede = 


O}w)< 
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45 Chicken-king 52 Dodge model 
connector 53 Deli sub 

47 Encourages in 54 Hunter or 
wrongdoing Connell 

42 Stole livestock 49 Track official 56 Volcanic flow 

43 Long or 50 Back talk 57 Ripened 
Peeples 51 Citrus hybrid 58 Pith 


QP ABET? HIN! bT HOOT G AAV? 1OMhS SZBOLVIS BWI HOOT bIE 
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Thrifty is nifty at second hand stores 


Wo es 


If you had $1000 as a young couple, 
you could buy everything. 


Thrift stores are now 
offering a new angle 
on fashion at very 
reasonable prices 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


To be social- 
ly acceptable in a 
college environ- 
ment, most stu- 
dents will agree a 
stylish wardrobe 
is necessary. The 
problem lies in 
the cost of cloth- 
ing, and lets face it, prices aren’t 
exactly dropping. 

Fortunately, there is a solution to 
this problem. Thrift stores are one of 
the best sources for great fashions at 
the lowest prices. Whether you’re 
looking for a formal suit or just a vin- 
tage T-shirt, there are thrift stores all 
over the Merrimac Valley to accom- 
modate the starving student. These 
shops are also great for acquiring fur- 
niture, appliances and just about any- 
thing else you could think of. 

Salvation Army thrift stores have 
the reputation of outfitting the most 
frugal, yet stylish of today’s shoppers 
with entire wardrobes of good quali- 
ty, previously-owned apparel and 
nicely appointed furniture as well. 

Elaine Spada of the Haverhill 
Salvation Army said, “If you had 
$1000 as a young couple, you could 
buy everything.” At Spada’s location, 
the store stocks five bins a day of 
men’s, women’s and children’s cloth- 
ing. Local donors from Boston to 
southern New Hampshire donate all 
of the clothing. Then everything is 
centralized and sorted at the Saugus 


A Fashion Profile at Northern 


Here’s a look at one 


of NECCS most 
stylish students 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


very once in a while we have 
E: student here at Northern 

Essex with exceptional fash- 
ion sense. So from now on, I will 
periodically give these people the 
recognition they deserve. 

This week’s subject is Emily 
Dignan. She’s a journalism major 
here at Northern Essex and has an 
extremely independent sense of 
style. It is becoming quite a rarity to 
see someone standing out in a crowd 
for making GOOD fashion deci- 
sions. Emily Dignan is one of the 
few who does this well. 

What’s interesting is she rarely 
uses mainstream sources to find her 
outfits, such as the mall or major 
department stores. 

Emily enjoys hitting up the 
more eclectic style thrift stores 
around the area. One of her favorite 
spots is King Street Boutique in 
Groveland. This cellar- style thrift 
store sells clothing by the pound, 
and there is a lot to choose from to 


location and dispersed to Salvation 
Army stores’ throughout the 
Merrimac Valley. 

Prices are set in Saugus before 
even arriving at the location where 
they are sold. The process of estab- 
lishing prices is quite simple. Articles 
of clothing are looked over as they 
come in and are priced according to 
how much wear and tear each piece 
has, as well as the general look of the 
clothes. 

High-scale name brands are 
taken into account as well. So an 
Express top or a pair of Calvin Klein 
jeans will obviously cost more than 
the generic brands, but not by much. 
T-shirts average anywhere between 
two and seven dollars, and pants, 
(both jeans and slacks) sell for about 
ten bucks on average. It is almost 
impossible to find deals like this in 
any mall. 

The variety of shoppers who fre- 
quent thrift stores is incredibly wide- 
spread. Teens, college students and 
even senior citizens can be seen sift- 
ing through the racks on a daily 
basis. However, according to Spada, 
the majority of the shoppers at the 
Salvation Army are women. 

Be it as it may, this fact should 
not discourage men from thrift shop- 
ping. There are many men’s fashions 
available such as, Gant, DKNY and 
American Eagle. There really is 
something for everyone. This is 
probably what draws such a variety 
of shoppers to thrift stores. 

One of the biggest reasons peo- 
ple shop at thrift stores is to acquire 
items which can’t be found anywhere 
else. With fashion progressing faster 
every day, one of the safest methods 
of staying fashionable is to wear 
something which was stylish in the 
past. This may sound strange but it is 
true that as new styles develop, they 
tend to mimic or at least use fashions 
from the 60’s, 70’s and even the 80’s 
as templates for new designs. 


compliment her unique style. 

“T think clothes should be fun,” 
said Dignan. 

Though she does admit there 
may be a minute, even subconscious 
media influence, it doesn’t seem to 
sway her fashion sense in any way. 

Dignan said, “I don’t make a 
conscious effort to imitate any one 
style.” 

She attributes her clothing influ- 
ences to her imagination. 

There are a couple of reasons 
why Emily prefers to shop at second 
hand stores as opposed to the mall 

First off, economically, it makes 
sense. Great clothes at 
prices...you do the math. 

Secondly, it gives her the oppor- 
tunity to have an independent look 
from a lot of other students who all 
wear the same sort of thing (you 
know who you are Lil’ Miss 
Ambercrombie.) 

So I think we can all learn a lit- 
tle bit from Emily when it comes to 
how to dress with a little more flare 
and a lot less blah. It just goes to 
show that sometimes its good to 
stick out like a sore thumb, so long 
as you do it the right way and Emily 
is setting a great example for all of 
us to follow when it comes to fash- 
ion sense. 


great 


—Elaine Spada 


It’s commonly referred to as a 
fashion revolution. Which is what 
makes the clothing at thrift stores so 
distinctive. A majority of the clothes 
sold there were literally designed 
decades ago. Yet, with retro-style 
vintage clothing becoming increas- 


ingly popular, it’s no wonder these 
Salvation Army style shops are doing 
so well throughout the country. 
Keep in mind as well everytime 
you get a new outfit at a thrift store 
you’re doing a good deed . These 
types of shops are non-profit organi- 


zations that use the money made on 
donated clothes to help the commu- 
nity every day. 

The Salvation Army, for 
instance, operates a very successful 
drug rehab program in major cities 
throughout the country. Their "Adult 
Rehabilitation Center" in 
Philadelphia accommodates 125 men 
and women, most of whom come 
from short term recovery and detoxi- 
fication programs but need a pro- 
gram which will offer them stability 
for the future. So kill two birds with 
one stone by checking out your local 
thrift store to do a good deed at a 
great price. 


Dustin myosng Photo 


The Haverhill Salvation Army offers a wide variety of exellent pre-owned clothes at a great value. 
It’s located at 132 Merrimack St. in the center of historic downtown Haverhill. 


Essex 


_ From head to toe, Emily displays an awsome sense of style. 
* The traditional white bead necklace matches the print on her 
~ vintage T-shirt brilliantly (top right). Also, not many people 
can pull off the brown belt (bottom-right) with black Pants, but. 
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Style Editor 


shape. 


I know this this is may seem terrifying, but it’s important to know the 
warning signs, because early detection is the only real defense against this 


terrible affliction. 


According to doctors at the Institute of Endocrinology in the city of 
Prague, Czech Republic, premature balding is caused by an over-abun- 
dance of a hormone called dihydrotestosterone (DHT). DHT is made in the 
prostate and dispersed to the hair follicle. This particular hormone is what 
male aggression is stemmed from. After examining 37 men at the Prague 
based institute who were under the age of 30 and balding, all of the sub- 
jects had abnormally high levels of DHT in their hair follicles. 

Fortunately, there are several treatments available to reverse the effects 
of balding. Topical ointments such as Rogaine are the most popular. These 
forms of hair restoration do need to be approved and prescribed by a physi- 


cian. 


If there is no response to these forms of treatment, the next step is to 
undergo a procedure known as hair-transplanting. Surgical hair restoration 
is the only permanent solution to baldness. It involves a series of opera- 
tions which extract plugs of scalp from the sides an back of your head, 
where hair grows densely and implant them on top and in front where 


you're going bald. 


The only major problem with this method is the cost. This procedure 
is usually not covered by medical insurance and can cost as much as 
$15,000 and takes a year or two to complete. Though it may be painful and 
costly, an estimated 250,000 men elect to have the surgery every year in 


America alone. 


So these are the things you can do to avoid the cue-ball look, for the 
rest of us with full heads of hair we'll just have to keep our fingers crossed. 


It’s every man’s worst nightmare, you're 
brushing your teeth in the morning and as your half- 
asleep-eyes glance into the mirror. 
receding hairline start to appear. You think to your- 
self, but I’m in my mid-twenties, this isn’t supposed 
to happen...at least, not right now. 

Unfortunately, 
this nightmare can become a reality. Male pattern 
baldness is the type of hair loss most common 
around the age of 40 years. It usually starts with the 
hair at the temples, which recedes to form an "M" 
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Traces of a 


for a select few young men, 


Horoscopes 


Dustin Gray photo illustration 


Only fate can answer the age-old question...Will | look like this when I’m 25? 


({KRT) 
For the week of April 5-11, 2004: 


Aries (March 21-April 
20). Over the next few days, 
family members may feel 
compelled to clarify home 


roles. Early Tuesday, expect loved 
ones to discuss recent emotional or 


shared duties are accented. Remain 
standing. After Friday, social interest 
ductions; your reactions will be 
20). Personal questions and 

over the next three days. Before mid- 
promises or challenge key decisions. 
tively to bold statements of loyalty 
may be bothersome. Ask for written 
| Gemini (May 21-June 
able answers from loved 

family relationships. Refuse to be 


financial decisions. Long-term 
romance, daily obligations and 
attentive; family disputes are best 
resolved with patience and under- 
and bold flirtation are on the rise. 
Respond honestly to romantic intro- 
closely studied. 
Taurus (April 21-May 
re) subtle romantic comments 
may be ongoing themes 
week, watch for friends or lovers to 
clarify past events, outline new 
Confidently state your long-term 
goals. Loved ones will respond posi- 
and affection. Later this week, for- 
gotten debts and missed payments 
documents and remain attentive to 
small details. 
21). This week is an excel- 
lent time to search for reli- 
ones. At present, deep fears or past 
social doubts may strain romantic or 
dissuaded by negative attitudes. 
Before the end of next week, friends, 


lovers and close relatives will follow 
your lead. After Thursday, almost 
nine weeks of minor ailments and 
disrupted sleep patterns will fade. 
Remain active and listen to the 
body's natural wisdom. 

Cancer (June 22-July 
me 22). Romantic optimism is 
Co returning. Over the next 

few days, let new attrac- 
tions and light social encounters 
develop naturally. Newly begun rela- 
tionships will greatly expand in the 
coming months. Watch for steady 
emotional gains and renewed sensu- 
ality. Thursday through Saturday, 
accent family promises and complex 
discussions with loved ones. Friends 
and relatives will challenge poorly 
defined expectations. An equal divi- 
sion of duties will bring the desired 


results. 
J2 due to increase. Late 
Tuesday, expect a mood of 
inner reflection and calm acceptance 
to arrive. Areas affected are past 
romantic or family decisions, social 
ethics or lost time in key relation- 
ships. Loved ones may press for bold 
affections. Don't disappoint. At pre- 
sent, your comments and actions are 
vital to the success of long-term rela- 
tionships. After Friday, passionate 
invitations may be difficult to resist. 
Avoid emotional risk. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Creativity and intuition are 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 
iT 22). Early this week, work- 

place negotiations will 
require added dedication. After 
Tuesday, expect key officials to limit 
new projects or offer only restricted 


permissions. Muddle through and 
find creative solutions. Although 
controversial, fresh ideas and group 
participation are extremely worth- 
while. Thursday through Saturday, 
loved ones may ask for extra private 
time. Quiet thoughts will bring last- 
ing insight. Wait for close friends or 
romantic partners to announce vital 
decisions. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Act as workplace 
mediator, if possible. Over 
the next few days, col- 
leagues or new officials may dispute 
trusted policies. Avoid the brooding, 
silent types and all will be well. 
Some Librans will also experience a 
brief financial disagreement between 
loved ones. Plan revised budgets and 
fresh family activities. Change and 
group discussions are needed. Friday 
through Sunday, romantic invitations 
may arrive without warning. Remain 
open and wait for clear signals. 


Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 

22). Friends or lovers may 

deny their past actions, 

words or _ decisions. 

Before midweek, respond honestly 
to draining social triangles and allow 
loved ones added time for contem- 
plation. New romantic and social 
rules will be put to the test over the 
next few weeks. Expect revised 
promises. Friday through Sunday, 
unusual financial delays, legal docu- 
ments and yesterday's payments may 
be sources of concern. Stay focused 
and opt for newly defined contracts. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 23- 

Dec. 21). Sentimental 
reflection has a powerful 


influence. Watch close relatives or 
loved ones for delightful signs of 
affection and long-term support. 
Enjoy private moments with friends 
or lovers. This is a strong time for 
rekindled trust and shared family 
goals. After Thursday, unattached 
Sagittarians may experience fast 
romantic introductions. If so, expect 
new relationships to be brief, fasci- 
nating and highly sensual. Pace 
yourself and wait for emotional clar- 


ity. 

"6 Jan. 20). Colleagues may 

; pose unusual questions or 
request detailed descriptions of past 
projects. Avoid disclosing key facts, 
figures or amounts, however. Over 
the next six days, practical informa- 
tion may be easily misinterpreted. 
Go slowly and remain true to origi- 
nal values. After Wednesday, loved 
ones may need financial guidance. 
Complex debts, legal requirements 
and revised payment schedules are 
accented. Encourage new creativity. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22- 


Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 

W 19). Social relations or 
WD family triangles will be 
complicated by new group 

plans. Use this time to settle long- 
standing disputes, introduce fresh 
activities and clearly outline future 
goals. Although difficult, a public 
review of shared goals may be need- 
ed. Friday through Sunday, business 
records and financial obligations 
require careful scrutiny. Loved ones 
may need extra time to adjust to 


workplace changes, new debts or 
revised job expectations. 


Pisces (Feb. 20- 
March 20). Honesty 
between loved ones will 
encourage emotional com- 
mitment. Before Wednesday, expect 
close friends or lovers to reveal their 
past history or offer a rare glimpse 
into their private world. Take all as a 
compliment and watch for powerful 
romantic overtures. At present, 
newly shared information will help 
move key relationships forward. 
Friday through Sunday, insightful 
dreams are accented. Remain alert to 
subtle but meaningful romantic 
impressions. 


If your birthday is this week ... 
Several months of romantic confu- 
sion and social disappointment will 
soon end. After April 21, long-term 
relationships will be easily clarified, 
established or negotiated. Ask loved 
ones or potential friends for clear 
indications. At present, a truthful and 
candid discussion will ensure lasting 
success. After mid-July, business 
partnerships and workplace contracts 
require detailed evaluation. Expect 
key officials to criticize new ideas or 
cancel vital projects. Remain opti- 
mistic and watch for rapid progress 
in early September. Much of 2004 
will bring a powerful need for social 
confidence and workplace indepen- 
dence. Stay strong and refuse to 
compromise concerning romantic or 
business relationships. 
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2004 Stanley Cup Playoff preview 


JASON JOAQUIN 


Hockey season winds down this 
weekend and the 2003-2004 Stanley 
Cup Playoffs could shape out to be 
some of the best in a long while. With 
both conferences bunched together, it 
looks like we can be in for some 
long, intense, physical rounds. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning lead 
the Eastern Conference by four 
points over the second place. Boston 
Bruins as of games played before 
Mar. 29. 

Tampa Bay, one of the highest 
drawing teams in the league, is pow- 
ered by a high powered offense. 
Right Wing Martin St. Louis leads 
the team in scoring and plus/minus. 
The Lightning aren't shabby between 
the posts either, getting 28 wins due 
to Nikolai Khabibulin. 

As it stands now, the Lightning 
would face the New York Islanders in 
the first round, They should be able 
to take care of them. in six games. If 
the Buffalo Sabres were to pass the 
Islanders for the eighth and final 
spot, which they are running out of 
time for, the Lightning will have their 
work cut out for them. The Sabres are 
getting stronger as the season goes 
on. Not to say the Islanders couldn't 
pull it out. 

Now second in the East is our 
Boston Bruins. The Bruins, who have 
a game in hand against Tampa Bay 
have continued their winning ways 
as of late, coming away with big 
home victories against Tampa Bay, 
Ottawa and Montreal. The new line 
of Travis Green, Sergei Samsonov 
and Michael Nylander is starting to 


come together. The line is speedy and 
has generated a lot of the Bruins 
scoring chances recently. Sergei 
Gonchar has taken over the team lead 
in ice time and is generating goals 
and oppurtunities. The B's are still 
getting solid goaltending from 
Andrew Raycroft, and a returning 
Patrice Bergeron hasn't seemed to of 
lost a step. 

As is stands now, the Bruins 
would square off against the number 
seven seed, the Montreal Canadiens. 
The Canadiens seem to have assured 
themselves seventh spot as the 
Islanders are five points behind them 
in eighth and the New Jersey Devils 
and Ottawa Senators five ahead of 
them. Nothing in hockey reaches the 


—_¢4— 


There is no clear 
cut winner of of 
the Eastern 
Conference. 


intesity of a Bruins and Canadiens 
playoff series. 

As they showed last Saturday in 
Boston, the two teams put on a show. 
The game was physical and at times 
horribly officiated until Referee 
Kerry Fraiser decided to put his 
whistle away. The Bruins ended up 
winning the game in overtime on a 
Sergei Samsonov goal and with that, 
took the season series 3-2-1. If this 
playoff matchup were to happen, 
don't be surprised if it goes the full 
seven. 


If the Bruins were to overtake the 
Lightning for first, it would be the 
opposite-slow and conservative. The 
perfectionist in me says take home 
first place. But the hockey fan says 
stay in second and 
bring on the Habs. It 
would be good for 
both cities. 


Another great 
matching is in the 
making. The 


Philadelphia Flyers 
sit third in the east. 
They could be up 
against the Ottawa 
Senators. The season 
series is evened up at 
1-1-1, and this could 
be another series to 
go the full seven. 
Finally in the 
east, the Toronto 
Maple Leafs 


the conference by three points over 
the San Jose Sharks. Detroit also has 
a game in hand with the Tampa Bay 
Lighting, making them a favorite for 
the President's Trophy, which is 


Photo Boston.com 


and Bruins goalie Andrew Raycroft (1) is a 


defending champion leader for Rookie of the Year. 


New Jersey Devils sit 

fourth and fifth respectively. This 
season series is also evened up at |- 
1-2. This would be a series full of 
overtimes as two of the games best 
goalies would start. All-time playoff 
win leader Martin Brodeur for the 
Devils and Ed Belfour for the Leafs. 
They are both in the top five in the 
East in goals against and wins. 
Brodeur leads the conference overall 
with 35 wins. 

All of these series’ have potential 
to be long and exciting. All the teams 
are evenly matched throughout and 
there is no real clear cut winner out 
of the East. Only time will tell. 

In the Western Conference, 
things are close, but not as close in 
the East. The Detroit Red Wings lead 
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awarded to the team with the best 
regular season record. Detroit will 
get the bottom of the barrel in the 
West. The race in the bottom is close, 
but whoever they face, they should 
move on to the second round. 

The Wings are full of talent and 
are getting exceptional netminding 
from Manny Legace, in for the 
injured Curtis Joseph. They are also 
full of future hall of famers in Brett 
Hull, Chris Chelios, Steve Yzerman 
and Brendan Shanahan to name a 
few. Not many teams in the league 
can say that. 

San Jose is second in the confer- 
ence. They, like Detroit would get a 
bottom rung team and shouldn't have 
a problem advancing forward. The 


Sharks are the league's hottest team 
in the last few weeks and could do 
some damage deep into the playoffs. 

The Colorado Avalanche sit third 
and would currently face the Calgary 
Flames. The Avalanche won the sea- 
son series 3-2-] against the Flames in 
close games throughout, with all 
games being decided by two goals or 
less. This may be one of the best 
posible first round matchups. 
Colorado has the experience and 
should be able to take care of the 
Flames. 

Bill Guerin and the Dallas Stars 
hold fourth in the West. Dallas has a 
better record than Colorado, but 
since the Avs lead their division, they 
get one of the top three seeds auto- 
matically. The Stars and Marty 
Turco, the league's leader in wins 
with 36 are on a collision-course with 
the Todd Bertuzzi-less Vancouver 
Canucks. No doubt losing Bertuzzi 
will hurt them. Bertuzzi was sus- 
pended for the remainder of the sea- 
son, and playoffs for his blindside 
tackle which left the Av's Steve 
Moore with a broken kneck. Even 
with Bertuzzi, the Stars won the sea- 
son series 3-1 and the playoffs should 
be no different. 

If the Canucks continue their 
skid and drop to seventh spot, they 
could face the Colorado Avalanche, 
which would almost guarantee a hard 
-hitting slugfest. 

The Western Conference is a bit 
easier to pick a winner from. Right 
now, Detroit looks to be the favorite 
in the West. They will have a tough 
final series against whoever ts able to 
survive the tight Eastern Conference. 
One thing is certain, it can go either 
way in the end. 
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World Series or bust for Sox in ‘04 


Red Sox Nation 
ready for a trip to 
the top in 2004 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


rh 


pine 
Poa Optimism 
is at an all time 
high on Yawkey 
Way, as it 
should be. 
After last sea- 
sons disastrous 
ending at the 
hands of Grady 
Little, Red Sox Nation still has a bad 
taste in its mouth. This year, it’s 
World Series or bust for the Sox. 

In football, defense wins cham- 
pionships. The Patriots have showed 
us that twice now. In baseball, it’s 
pitching. The Marlins showed us 
that last year, along with a stroke of 
luck. The Sox have the offense, and 


Watch 


By Davip WILLIS 


Editor 
In the 
American 
League, the 


most hotly con- 
tested division 
will be the east. 
The improved 
be Red Sox will be 
in a 162-game 
dogfight with the New York Yankees. 
While the Yanks have lost a great 
deal of pitching, with Roger Clemens 
and Andy Pettitte going to the 
Houston Astros, they have added 
even more offence with centerfielder 
Kenny Loften and 2003 MVP Alex 
Rodriguez. 

The rest of the division is also 
strong, with the improved, but still 
young Baltimore Orioles and 
Toronto Blue Jays giving the Sox and 
Yanks some fits. Tampa Bay isn’t 
worth mentioning. 


Questions to be answered 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Staff Columnist 


This _ year, 
after a year of 
suffering and 
heartache, I 
think that to be 
totally honest, 
there will be 
another year of 
suffering and 
heartbreak again, believe it or not. 
You know, being the proud member 
of Red Sox Nation that I am, I really 
know I’m shooting myself in the foot 
by saying that. But you know what? 
Who cares! 

1 think in the regular season the 
Sox will do just fine. | think they'll 
have a good year from Curt Schilling 
and Derek Lowe. I think Pedro will 
find another reason to miss a month 
or two and Bronson Arroyo will drop 
the ball big time. 

Offensively, I really feel the 
career years of David Ortiz, Bill 


now, they’ve got the pitching too. 

The bullpen was a hindrance 
most of last year, along with Little’s 
inability to handle it. This year, with 
Mike Timlin and Scott Williamson 
returning, Keith Foulke has joined as 
a legitimate closer. If they had done 
this last year, the season may have 
lasted a bit longer. 

Then of course, there’s the start- 
ing rotation. Some are considering 
the Sox staff the best in baseball. No 
need to tell you about Curt Schilling, 
since everyone knows he plays 
"wicked hard when he comes to the 
park.” 

Pedro Martinez and Derek Lowe 
are back with Tim Wakefield slated 
to go in between the two. The fifth 
starter is Bronson Arroyo. There 
was a lot of speculation on who 
should be the fifth starter. Byung- 
Hyun Kim went down with a back 
injury, so Arroyo needs to step up. | 
believe he will and when B.K. 
comes back, he will have lost his 
job. 

I must say | for one am glad 


for the 


Prediction: Yankees win the east 
by a small margin, but the Red Sox 
win the wildcard. 

In the armpit of major league 
baseball, the AL central, a great 
manager will make the difference in 
a pool of mediocre teams. That great 
manager, Kansas City’s Tony Pena. 
The 2003 Al manager of the year and 
former Red Sox catcher has quickly 
become a great manager and will 
help the Royals over the top of the 
Twins. 

The AL west will be a battle 
between a few solid teams, but as 
they say, pitching wins games, and 
no team pitches better than the 
Oakland Athletics. Seattle and much- 
improved Anaheim will also com- 
pete. Texas won't compete. 

Prediction: Athletics by a small 
margin over Seattle and Anaheim. 

In the National League east, the 
Braves have lost a lot by any team, 
with Bobby Cox managing has a 
chance. Chipper and Andrew Jones 
also know how to win. Philadelphia 


SE 


We almost sold 
Nomar out for 
that sack of crap A- 
Rod... 


Mueller and Kevin Millar were just 
that-career years. Don’t get me 
wrong, | think they'll all be very 
good, but I don’t think they'll dupli- 
cate their successes of last season on 
an individual basis. 

One of the early problems plagu- 
ing the Red Sox is the factor of 
injuries. Ellis Burks, Keith Foulke, 
Bill Mueller and Nomar Garciaparra 
are all recovering from injuries. B.K. 
Kim (the rightful #5 starter) and Trot 
Nixon are hold up on the DL to start 
the regular season. 


Nomar Garciaparra and Manny 
Ramirez are back. At first | wanted 
this trade to go through, but after it 
didn’t, I was okay with it. The 
chemistry in the clubhouse last year 
was too good to break up. We know 
Manny can put it all behind him. The 
question is, will Nomar. It’s his con- 
tract year, so he’ll pretty much have 
to. 

I can’t write baseball without 
mentioning the Yankees. Roger 
Clemens and Andy Pettitte left town 
depleting their — staff. Aaron 
"Bleeping" Boone blew out his knee 
and he’s out of a job. His replace- 
ment at third base, Alex Rodriquez is 
a better defensive shortstop and all 
around player for that matter than 
Derek Jeter is. This could cause 
some problems in New York down 
the stretch. 

So as I said before, the expecta- 
tions are high, and this town is crav- 
ing a World Series. And if they do 
get one, Boston will be no more. 


and Florida will also compete. 

The NL central will be a battle of 
two pitching rich teams, the Cubs 
and the Astros. It will be close, but 
Sammy Sosa will pull the Cubs over 
the top. The Astros will win the wild 
card. 

The NL west will also be close, 
with the San Diego Padres making a 
surprise run with their new ballpark. 
But the veteran Giants will take con- 
trol and pull out the title. 

In the AL divisional round, the 
Yankees will sweep the Royals out of 
the playoffs, while the Red Sox will 
handle the Athletics in a few games. 

In the NL divisional round, the 
pitching-rich Cubs will take out the 
Braves, who are on the down-slope. 
The strong veteran presence of Jeff 
Bagwell and Craig Biggio will help 
upset the Giants. But the Astros will 
then fall to the Cubs in the NLCS, 
pushing the Cubs into the World 
Series. 

What will happen next is up for 
debate. 


The biggest question is Nomar. 
With his contract almost up, he must 
be feeling spurned by the team and 
the fans. After all, we almost sold 
him out last year for that sack of crap 
A-Rod. Whereas, I don’t really like 
Nomar. I think he can and will focus 
all of the negativity that is haunting 
him (and quite frankly haunts tons of 
big name players that have made 
their way through here over the 
years) and will deliver the Red Sox a 
career year. 

With Nomar, and of course with 
help from Manny Ramirez, Curt 
Schilling, Keith Foulke and Tim 
Wakefield, a trip to the playoffs 
should be no problem 

Then of course, like it seems to 
be forecasted in the heavens above, 
the Red Sox will somehow magical- 
ly blow it in the ALCS or the World 
Series. Hey, being a TRUE Red 
Sox fan, I know these things happen. 

So MAYBE for one second if I 
sell my team short, maybe they'll 
just defy every last bit I said. Let’s 
just hope. 
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By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


No one said it better than Bill 
Belichick when he stated “Ty 
Law is still under contract with 
the New England Patriots” when 
asked about the fit his Pro Bowl 
cornerback has been throwing. 

Belichick wouldn’t say any- 
thing else about Law, who has 
been complaining non-stop about 
his contract situation, and has 
gone as far as to call his head 
coach a liar. 

Now, I agree Law should be 
paid generously. He is the best 
corner in the NFL and can change 
a game by himself. He has also 
played in three Super Bowls and 
is feared throughout the league. 

But in the business of the 
NFL, it isn’t always possible to 
pay players what they want. In 
baseball, a team can have a pay- 
roll that exceeds 200 million. In 
the NFL, a team can only spend 
80 million. That is a huge differ- 
ence, especially considering a 
football team carries twice as 
many players as a baseball team. 

If Law wants huge riches, he 
will likely have to do this with a 
team other than the Patriots. 
Belichick has made a career out 
of putting together a team of good 
players and making a great team. 

Law also needs to remember 
another thing, he is replicable. 
Much like his good friend 
Lawyer Malloy, Law is a top- 
flight player but can be replaced 
if need be. 

If he were let go, the same 
player who replaced Lawyer, sec- 
ond-year man Eugene Wilson 
would replace him. While Wilson 
played safety last season, his nat- 
ural position is cornerback and 
was drafted to be Law’s eventual 
replacement. While he is young, 
Eugy has shown excellent field 
sense and seems to be a solid d- 
back in the making. 

When it comes to Belichick, 
when he fights the Law, the Law 
will not win.- 


Does Ty Law deserve what he 
wants from the Patriots? 


Ee Pome ea 
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ByJASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


While I do trust Bill 
Belichick's judgement when it 
comes to the product he puts on the 
field, | find if very hard to picture 
this team without Ty Law. We were 
all shocked when Lawyer Milloy 
left town last year, but this is a 
complete opposite. 

The numbers Milloy put up in 
the 2002 season didn't come near 
what Law did in 2003. Milloy had 
no interceptions and no sacks. He 
was the team captain, and loosing 
him seemed like it was going to 
have a horrible effect on this team. 
It did for a week. 

Fast forward to the champi- 
onship campaign of 2003 where Ty 
Law was essential. It was his sec- 
ond best season in his career (first 
being 1998). In the regular season, 
Law had 20 passes defended and 
five interceptions. None bigger 
than when he returned a Steve 
MeNair offering for a touchdown 
in the closing moments against the 
Tennessee Titans. That was back in 
week five to start the winning 
streak that still hasn't ended. 

And who can forget the play- 
offs? The most talented, unbeliev- 
able and gifted quarterback there 
ever was (believe me, that is laced 
with sarcasm,) Peyton Manning 
came to town and could do no 
wrong. Well, the 2003 AFC 
Championship turned out to be one 
of the worst days of his career. 
Thanks in part to four intercep- 
tions, three by Law. 

I should add I don't agree with 
Law coming out and publicly call- 
ing his coach a liar. Saying "he 
needs to eat" doesn't justify what 
he said. People make CONSIDER- 
ABLY less and can still afford to 
eat. But I do believe they need to 
meet at least halfway. He does 
deserve what he wants. Whether 
the Patriots can afford it and are 
willing to give it to him is another 
story. Past history tells us they 
won't. But like I said, I trust them. 


Boston Sports 
| Trivia | 
Question: When was the 


last time the Bruins made 
the Stanley Cup Finals? 


Last Week’s Answer: The 
Red Sox last won the 


America 
9. | i 


n League East in 


Is losing the better choice? 


Should the Celtics try 
to make the playoffs 
or throw the season? 


I hate to lose. There is just no 
doubt about it, I hate to lose at any- 
thing. 

I hate to lose at poker. I get mad 
when I don’t get awarded scholar- 
ships, and there are few things that 
make me more upset than losing to 
my little brother in a video game. 

I think this has helped me 
become a better student, always 
needing the good grade, and a better 
journalist because I want to write the 
best story. 

This deep need to win goes 
beyond what I can control and 
extends into the world of profession- 
al sports. 

I expect the teams that I root for 
to win every game. That is why I 
loved the past Patriots season so 
much, they only lost two games and 
won the Super Bowl. That’s also why 
I can’t appreciate the 2003 Red Sox 
season, in the end they lost. 

But a whole new issue comes 
about when you look at the 2003- 
2004 Boston Celtics. 

President of basketball opera- 
tions and all-around pain in the back- 
side Danny Ainge has done every- 
thing in his power to make the 
Celtics lose so that they can get a 
high draft pick. He traded away All- 
Star Antoine Walker for next to noth- 
ing. Then he traded team leaders Eric 
Williams and Tony Battie for Ricky 
Davis, a player knows for ruining 
team chemistry. 


He then got head coach Jim 
O’Brien, universally considered one 
of the top coaches in the NBA, to 
quit. 

This all so that the Celtics 
wouldn’t make the playoffs, get a 
high draft pick and begin to rebuild. 


On the one hand, I can see where 
Ainge is coming from. It would be 
good to have a shot at a high draft 
pick that the team could make a cor- 
nerstone of the franchise along with 
Peirce. The next LeBron James 
would look good in Celtic green. 


In essence, he But then I 
wanted to lose. ¢ ¢ watch Peirce, 

But the Blount and 
Celtics have Water McCarty 
foiled Ainge’s To quote the infamous Playing _ their 


plans thus far, 


hearts out on 


managing a Bobby Knight, ‘Just the court and | 
decent 32-40 , : know that I 
record, as of win baby. want to see a 
3/28, which puts win. 

them into the Maybe it is 
final playoff my obsession 


spot in the weak 
Eastern Conference. 

To the surprise of Ainge, who 
admits he wants his team to lose, 
Ricky Davis did not tear apart the 
team, instead becoming a fairly good 
team player that has been content 
coming off the bench. Veteran point 
guard Chucky Atkins has come alive, 
averaging just over 8 points per game 
and giving the Celts a much-needed 
spark. While players such as Jiri 
Welsh and Mark Blount have 
exceeded all expectations. This all in 
addition to Paul Peirce, still flashing 
his superstar form. 

But I regress. Is this good for the 
team? Is it really good if the Celtics 
make the playoffs as the eight seed 
and miss out on a lottery pick? Is it 
worth losing out on a shot at the top 
overall draft pick to lose in the first 
round of the draft. 

Now it is very unlikely that the 
C’s would get the first pick, but since 
the NBA has a lottery to pick the 
order every non-playoff team picks 
in the draft, anything can happen. 


with winning 
at everything, but every time I watch 
the Celtics | root for them to win. I 
get psyched when they win and I get 
mad when they lose. It is of little 
comfort to me that a loss may get a 
good draft pick, and I hope it is the 
same to the Celtics. 

Not to mention anything can 
happen in the playoffs. 

The Celts are in the Eastern 
Conference, so it is a very good pos- 
sibility that if they make the playoffs 
they could make the NBA finals. It 
would be tough to beat the Indiana 
Pacers and Detroit Pistons, but it 
could happen. 

Not to mention the NBA draft 
lottery is just that, a lottery. Not mat- 
ter how bad their record it, they 
could end up with the final lottery 
pick, only one higher then where 
they would pick as the final playoff 
team. 

If | could quote from infamous 
Texas Tech. coach Bobby Knight, 
who has shares my love for winning, 
“just win baby.” 


Boston Sports Update 


Red Sox: 


The Sox close up sring training this week and open up the reg- 


ular season this Sun. night in Baltimore (ESPN 8 p.m.) Nomar Garciaparra 
is likely to miss the opener with inflamation in his right achilles’ tendon. 
There has also been more talk about Pedro Martinez losing the speed on 
his fastball. He has denied the rumors and should be good to go for the 
season opener. See page 18 for more. 


Bruins: The Bruins are coming off big Eastern Conference wins. They 
have beaten Tampa Bay, Ottawa and Montreal within a week. Injured 
players Sergei Samsonov and Patrice Bergeron have made their return to 
the line up to give the Bruins great offensive depth. As of Mar. 29, the 
Bruins were second in the East. The season ends this weekend with a 
home and home series with New Jersey. The playoffs will then open up 
either Wednesday or Thursday of next week, depending on how they fin- 
ish. See page 17 for more. 


Celtics: The Celts are 6-4 in their last ten games, and as of Mar. 29 were 
in the eighth spot in the conference. The race for the last few playoff 
spots look like they will go to the wire. The Celts have a soft schedule to 
close up the year and Paul Pierce is confident this team will lock up a 


playoff spot. 


Patriots: It was announced the Patriots will open their 2004 season up 
against the Indianapolis Colts. The game will be played on Thurs., Sept. 9 
at Gillette Stadium. The full 2004 schedule is due out within a week. The 
Pats have also talked with Keith Traylor in hopes of landing him to replace 
the departed Ted Washington. QB Rohan Davey has been assigned to 
the NFL Europe League’s Berlin Thunder and Mike Compton is also the — 


latest to leave town, signing with the Jacksonville Jaguars. 
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By FELICIA PADILLA 
Staff Columnist 


The dangers of aleohol and the 
consequesnces of abusing it were on 
display as the College Life Unit o 
Northern Essex Community College 
welcomed The Blood Alcohol 
Educator (BHE), a bus that travels 
around the United State promoting 
alcohol awareness. 

It also strives to help people 
make safe and responsible choices 
when drinking. 

This information was offered at 
the Dimity 
Lawrence campus. 

Donna Montalbano of student 
health services said that this event 
was to educate students about the 
effect of alcohol and how they can be 
responsible when they are drinking. 

In addition, they offered advice 
on designated drivers and reminded 
students that both men and women 
can take advantages of the situation 
when they are drunk. 

“They have to be responsible for 
their actions” Montalbano explained. 

Rich Blacks is a representative of 
the Blood Alcohol Educator who has 


Building Atrium in 


El 24 de marzo la College Life 
Unit de Northern Essex Community 
College ofrecié informaciones a los 
estudiantes acerca de los efectos que 
el alcohol puede traer en su vida 
Estas informaciones fueron ofrecidas 
en el Dimitry Building Atrium en 
Lawrence campus. 

La servidora de salud de los estu- 
diantes, Donna Montalbano, dijo que 
este 

evento es para educar a los estu- 
diantes acerca de los efectos del alco- 
hol y para que sean responsables 
cuando esten tomando, y como ser 
responsables cuando esten tomando. 
Ademas ellos tienen que saber que 
deben designar un condutor. Los 
hombres y las mujeres pueden tomar 
ventajas acerca de la situaciOn cuan- 
do uno de ellos este borracho. 

“Ellos tienen que ser respons- 
ables por sus acciones,” Montalbano 
explico, 

En este evento estuvo el edu- 
cador para medir la concentracién de 
alcohol en la sangre (ECAS) que se 
present6é por The Century Council, 
una campaiia que viaja por todo los 
Estados Unidos para promover como 
las personas pueden tomar conciecia 
acerca de las consequencias del con- 
sumo del alcohol. También ayuda a 
las personas a tomar decisiones 
seguras y ser responsable acerca de 
las bebidas de alcohol. Por lo tanto, 
esta campaiia se concentra en las per- 
sonas que manejan intoxicadas y en 


traveled around the country speaking 
to college audiences about the dan- 
gers of alcohol 

“Many people are not aware to 
drink alcohol and they do not know 
how to handle this situation so they 
think that is not a problem to do it 
and if with a few drinks they would 


not get drunk or they will be OK 
} 


later, but after four hours, they still 
drunk,” Blacks said 

rhe group had c 1 the Blood 
Alcohol Educator CD-Rom, which 
in English and in Spanish and tries to 
help people under 
that affect the level of 
blood, along with sho 
mount of alcohol the 
consume in all states 
hich tor Massachusetts 8 per 
cent 

The CD-Rom, which is like 
game in which the player has to write 
his or her gender and weight, then 
choose the drinks so it simulates a 


party or bar situation and it regulates 
the player’s intoxication base on 
number of drinks that the person con- 
sumes 

Iwo computers were set up to 
use the CD Rom that allowed the stu- 
dents to see the important informa- 
tion about alcohol. 

A few students were surprised by 
the information that they were given 
by the game. 

“It is good because it shows how 
many drinks I can have and the legal 
limit that | can drink,” criminal jus- 
tice Carla Bluinenthel expressed. 

Christian Duran, another crimi- 
nal justice major said, “I learn from 
this how to control the limit of alco- 
hol.” 


“I consider myself a responsible 


los jovenes tomadores. 

Rich Blacks es el representador 
del Educador del alcohol en la san- 
gre, y ha 

viajado alrededor del pais 
hablandoles a los espectadores de los 
colegios acerca de los peligros del 
alcohol. Muchas personas no estan 
concientes acerca de beber alcohol; 
piensan que que no es un problema y 
que ellos estaran bien con algunos 
tragos y que con ellos no se enbor- 
racharan, pero no saben que despues 
de cuarto horas permaneceran borra- 
chos, Blacks dijo. 

Esta campafia ha creado el 
“Educador de alcohol en la sangre” 
CD Rom que ayuda a las personas a 
comprender el nivel de concentracion 
de alcohol en Ja sangre, y tambien 
ensefia la cantidad que se debe con- 
sumir en todos los estados de EEUU, 
lo cual en Massachusetts is .08 por- 
centaje de alcohol. 

Este CD Rom es como un juego 
en el cual el jugador tiene que 
escribir su sexo y su peso y tiene que 
elejir diferentes bebidas como si 
fuera en una fiesta o en un bar. 
Enumera los resultados del juego, 
basado en la cantidad de bebidas que 

el jugador consume. La College 
Life Unit monto dos computadoras 
para que el CD Rom fuera usado y 
permitio al los estudiantes ver esta 
infomarcién importante acerca del 
alcohol. Tambien ofrecieron bagels, 
café, y refrescos para disfrutar este 
evento. 

Algunos estudiantes estaban 
interesados acerca de las informa- 
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A large group of people take in the festivities and education of NECC’s visit from the Blood 
Alcohol Educator bus and computers. 


drinker because when | feel that | 
have to stop | stop and know I had 
learned more about alcohol effect 
and its limits,” Edsel Peralta said. 
Business management Ramon 
McElroy stated “I have learned no to 
go over limit and it is good because it 
makes to keep people drink in the 


ciones que el CD Rom contiene. 
Muchos de ellos estaban sorprendi- 
dos con la informaci6n contiene y 
que muchos de ellos ignoraban acer- 
ca de beber alcohol. 

“Es muy bueno porque ensefia 
cuantas bebidas yo puedo tomar y el 
limite legal que que yo pueda tomar,” 
expres estudiante de Justicia crimi- 
nal, Carla Bluinenthel. 

E] estudiante de manejo de nego- 
cio Ramon McElroy dijo, “He apren- 
dido como no irme fuera de limite y 
es muy bueno porque hace que las 
personas tomen lo debido.” 

“He aprendido a controlar el 
nivel de alcohol in mi sangre,” dijo 

estudiante de Justicial criminal 
Christian Duran. 

Estudiante de Liberal Arts Edsel 
Peralta dijo, “Yo me considero un 
bebedor responsable porque cuando 
siento que tengo que parar, paro, y 
ahora he aprendido mas acerca del 
alcohol y sus limites.” 

“Esta informacion que he con- 
seguido me motiva a ser responsable 
cuando este tomando y a tomar mod- 
eradamente,” dijo Jonathan Frias, 
esudiante de Asitente de dentista. 

Estudiante de juticia criminal 
Nirisa Robles dijo, “Ahora yo entien- 
do mejor 

cémo el alcohol afecta me sangre 
y este CD Rom es cool porque me 
ayuda a tomar control, salvar la vida 
de otros y yo espero que muchos de 
nosotros mantegamos esto en nues- 
tras mentes.” 


right way.” 

“This information that | got 
today motives me to be responsible 
when | drink and to drink in a mod- 
erate way” dentist assistant Jonathan 
Fries expressed. 

Criminal justice Nirisa Robles 
mentioned, “Now | have a_ better 


understanding of how alcohol affects 
my blood and this CD Rom that is 
very cool because it helps to take 
control and to safe the lives of others, 
| hope that many of us keep this in 
mind” 
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(Above)The Blood Alcohol Educator computer, used to predict 
the blood alcohol level of a student after a few drinks. 


(Below) Donna Montalbano, left, explains the features of the 


activity of the day. 


